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BAPTIST CHURCH

PUTTING THE FAMILY BACK TOGETHER





Christian Education Course Syllabus
Course Number/Name:  BIH207 – The Book of Hebrews.  
Course Session/Dates:  Wednesdays, September 2, 2020, to December 9, 2020. 
Course Description:  This course offers a general examination of the major themes and events of the letter to Hebrew Christians.  The theme states the absolute supremacy and sufficiency of Jesus Christ as Revealer and as Redeemer of God’s salvation.  The letter emphasizes Jesus Christ as perfect and superior to the ancient prophets, to angels, to Moses, and to Aaron and the priestly succession descended from him.  Jesus Christ is “better” than anything Judaism or the Old Testament had to offer.  Indeed, the prophecies and promises of the old covenant are fulfilled in the new covenant.  Attention will be given to the absolute supremacy and sufficiency of Jesus Christ as the final revealer and mediator of God’s grace.  
Facilitator:  Rev. Dr. Charles A. Lundy, Pastor, MDiv, DMin.  
Facilitator’s Email Address:  calundy@comcast.net  
Course Schedule:  7:00- 8:30 pm.  
Course Location:  Zoom Link (virtual gathering).  
Course Objectives:  Upon completion of the course, students will be able to:  

a)  Understand the authorship, writing date, and a synopsis of the key concepts, people, events, and messages of the Books of Hebrews.  

b)  Provide a historical flow of the book from Aaron to Jesus Christ and explain how Jesus is better.  


c)  Explain the argument for or against leaving Christianity for Judaism.  
Textbook and Resources: The facilitator will provide course materials from time to time via email.  Students will use other resources as identified by the facilitator.  Additional handouts will be provided throughout the course and maybe uploading from course’s website.  The reading assignment is indicated in the syllabus and includes the reading of the entire Book of Hebrews.  
Course Outline

Week 1:  2 September:  Overview and Introduction to the Hebrews
We will discuss Christ as the selected one and the superior one.  
Week 2:  9 September:  Chapter 1
We will discuss Christ as the selected one (1:1-3) and the superior one (1:4-14).  The Father has chosen his Son to minister in four all-important areas.  Christ is superior to the angels in three important ways.  
Week 3:  16 September:  Chapter 2 
We will discuss a warning from Christ against drifting away from the faith and a discussion of the work of Christ.  This warning has to do with God’s salvation (2:1-4).  The salvific work of Christ (2:5-18).  
Week 4:  23 September:  Chapter 3 
We will highlight Jesus as compared to Moses and is declared to be greater than Moses.  A warning is given from the Holy Spirit against the sin of unbelief.  Jesus is compared and contrasted to Moses (3:1-6).  A warning by the Spirit has to do with the terrible sin of unbelief (3:7-19).
Week 5:  30 September:  Chapter 4 
We will discuss God’s promised rest for his people.  This promise involves the rest that God has prepared for his people (4:1-11).  The power of God (4:12-13).  The priest of God (4:14-16).  
Week 6:  7 October:  Chapter 5 
We will discuss Christ, the great High Priest, as compared to Aaron, the first high priest (5:1-4).  The rebuke in regard to the people (5:11-14).  
Week 7:  14 October:  Chapter 6 
We will discuss Paul's challenges to his readers to strive for spiritual maturity and writes about how such maturity may be obtained (6:1-12).  Paul is confidence his warning does not apply to his readers.  The anchor for spiritual maturity (6:13-20).
Week 8:  21 October:  Chapter 7 
We will discuss Paul who identifies and equates the priesthood of Jesus with that of Melchizedek (7:1-3).  Paul lists the various characteristics of Jesus, who, according to the Father’s decree, is to be a priest after the order of Melchizedek (7:4-28).  
Week 9:  28 October:  Chapter 8 
We will discuss Paul discusses the threefold security of the New Covenant over the Old Covenant (8:1-4).  The old agreement was mediated by Moses and the new agreement is mediated by Christ (8:5-13).  
Week 10:  4 November:  Chapter 9 
We will discuss the features that relate to both the earthly and heavenly sanctuaries (9:1-15).  Both sanctuaries had to be purified and ratified by the blood of a sacrifice (9:16-28).  
Week 11:  11 November:  Chapter 10 
We will discuss the blood of earthly lambs as compared with the blood of the heavenly Lamb (10:1-18).  Paul challenges his readers in the form of a fourfold exhortation (10:19-39).  
Week 12:  18 November:  Chapter 11 
We will discuss Paul’s famous faith chapter.  Paul explains faith (11:1-6).  Paul provides sixteen examples of faith (11:7-40).  We will discuss what they endured, why they endured, and what they received.  
Week 13:  2 December:  Chapter 12 
We will discuss how Paul compares a godly life to a great race and explains to his readers the reasons behind God’s discipline.  Paul again warns against the sin of unbelief.  Paul sees the race as a contest (12:1-4).  Paul explains divine discipline and chastening (12:5-13).  Paul explains the challenges (12:14-17), and two mountains in contrasts (12:18-24).  Paul solemnly warns his readers about the terrible results of unbelief (12:25-27), and God as a consuming fire (12:28-29).  
Week 14:  9 December:  Chapter 13 
We will discuss Paul’s final words about love (13:1-6), leaders (13:7, 17-19, 22-25), legalism (13:9-11), and lordship (13:8, 12-16, 20-21).  
Policies and Procedures: (Attendance and Standards)  

Attendance:  Students are expected to attend all fourteen classes of the course.  If you cannot attend, or if you are no longer interested in attending, please contact the facilitator via email.  Remember, your participation in the class and the fulfillment of the class assignments will greatly enhance your learning and application of the course materials.  NOTE:  The course certificate will be issued to those individuals attending ten or more classes and award during the final class meeting for the course.  
Standards:  Students are strongly encouraged to participate in class discussions, recital exercises, and a few pop quizzes.  Complete all assigned work on time.  There is no grade for this course, but a certificate will be awarded to qualified participants.  
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