“jesus makes god visible”

John 1:1 – 3, 14 

February 22, 2017
1)  The Gospel of John is one of the synoptic gospels.  [t] or [false] 

· Sermon > no!  The Gospel of John is called the non-synoptic gospel because it deals with the life and ministry of Jesus Christ differently from that of the other gospels.  
· Sermon > John’s gospel deals primarily with theological and interpretative matters.  On the other hand, the synoptic gospels are primarily historical dealing with facts such as Jesus’ genealogy and birth, His baptism and temptation, His parables and the Transfiguration.  
· Synoptic > Greek prefix:  SYN = with or together  +  OPTIC = relating to the eye, sight, or view.
· Therefore, synoptic takes a common view: used chiefly in reference to the first three gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke), which are similar in content, order, and statement.
· Sermon > John’s Gospel is one of the four canonical gospels in the NT and traditionally appears after the synoptic gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke.  
· Canonical > The word “canon” derives ultimately from the Greek “kanon” (akin to the English “cane”) referring to a reed.  Reeds were used for measurement, and in Latin and later Greek, the word “canon” meant a rule or a standard.  The establishment of a canon of scriptures within Christianity was meant to define a standard or a rule for the religion.  
2)  What was John’s purpose for writing this Gospel?  


 ___________________________________________________________________________


 ___________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > John writes his gospel (treatise) to show that Jesus is the Son of God, and as such, Jesus is God Himself (The God-Man).  

· Sermon > John’s Gospel focuses upon Jesus’ signs and miracles so that the reader would come to believe in Jesus as The Christ (Messiah).  
· John 20:31 > “But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.”  
· Author > John or “Johanan” – “Yahweh Has Been Gracious.”  This is John the Apostle, whom Jesus loved.  John, the son of Zebedee, and brother of the Apostle James (killed by Herod).  John also authored three epistles (letters) bearing his name to the church, and the Book of Revelation.  
· Date >  Written from Ephesus between AD 85 – 95.  
· Theme > The predominant theme of this gospel is the dual response of faith and unbelief in the person of Jesus Christ.  Those who place their faith in the Son of God have eternal life, but those who reject him are under the condemnation of God (3:36).  

3)  Is Logos the word uniquely Jesus?  [true] or [f]  

· Sermon > yes!  The Logos Word is uniquely Jesus who is eternal and everlasting.  The Logos Word was breathed by God the Father (Living) and was inspired by God the Holy Spirit (Active).  Logos Word has a special relationship of eternal fellowship in the Trinity (Godhead).  
· That is, Jesus as Logos is God and was with God.  Logos is the same as God.
· v1 > “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”  

4)  What are the three ways in which God has revealed Himself?  

(1)  _________________________________________________________________________


(2)  _________________________________________________________________________


(3)  _________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > God has revealed Himself in Nature, through Creation.  That is, what we see in the skies is designed to proclaim and to showcase the works of God’s hand.  
· Genesis 1:31 > “And God saw everything that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day.”  Psalm 19:1 > “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament shows his handiwork.”  
· Sermon > God has revealed Himself through the Scriptures, spoken and written.  That is, the Prophecy of Scriptures came not by the will of man, but holy men of God spake as they were moved by God, the Holy Spirit.  

· 2Tim 3:16 > “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness ...”  Matthew 5:18 > “For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.”  
· Sermon > God has revealed Himself through His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ.  That is, when humanity was at its lowest, God sent us His final revelation full of grace and truth.  
· John 3:16 > “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  Galatians 4:4 > “But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman...”  
5)  In Jesus, divinity became humanity.  [true] or [f]  

· Sermon > YES!  Jesus became flesh and dwelt among humankind.  In this supreme moment of visitation, Jesus Christ gives visibility to an eternal, infinite, and Almighty God.  In this gospel, John presents the “Incarnation of Christ,” which is God manifested in the flesh and tabernacle in the midst of us.  That is, the Son of God becomes the Son of Man.  
· v14 > “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.”  




