“jesus destroys death and darkness”

John 1:4 – 9 

March 1, 2017
1)  The nature of Light and Darkness is that they can both coexist at the same time.  [true] or [f] 

· Sermon > yes!  Light and Darkness coexist in the spiritual realm and in the physical world side by side.  Consider Satan in the Book of Job, and demons within Legion the Lunatic. 
· Sermon > Darkness is the realm of spiritual evil; the state of the world under Satan influence since The Fall in Garden of Eden.  Darkness is commonly used to denote death, ignorance, sin, and separation from God.  
· Sermon > Light or spiritual illumination is often used in the Bible as an emblem of God.  Light emits from Jesus as the Expresser, the Revealer, and the Illuminator of grace and truth.  
· 1Peter 2:9 > “… That ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.”  
· Sermon > In the struggle and conflict between the two, the Light from Jesus invaded the dominion of Darkness.  Light is victorious over death, darkness, and satanic opposition.  Darkness cannot understand, or overpower the Light.  
· v5 > “And the light shines in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.”  
2)  Who is the John that is spoken of in the Gospel?  


 ___________________________________________________________________________


 ___________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > This John is not the apostle or the writer of this Gospel.  This John was the great forerunner of Jesus known as John the Baptist.  He was the last of the OT fiery prophets and first cousin to Jesus.  
· v6> “There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.”  
· Sermon > This John was not the Light, but came to bear witness or to give testimony to the Light.  As a witness or “martyr,” Jesus empowers believers to testify and to give evidence of the Light.  As Christian witnesses, we are to reflect the Light just as the moon reflects the light of the sun.  We are to reflect the Light of Christ onto the “darken hearts” of unbelievers.  
3)  Is “Light” necessary to reveal the Truth?  Explain.  [true] or [f] 
· Sermon > yes!  Truth can only be revealed in the Light, and not in Darkness.  Light implies holiness, but its primary emphasis is on illumination.  Christ the Logos Word declares the Truth.  Jesus the Light of the world (Logos Light) dispels, defeats, and destroys all doubts.  
· 2Cor 4:6 > “For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”  

· Sermon > That is, Christ gives Light to every believer to evoke and provoke the truth.  
· John 8:32 > “Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”  

4)  What does John’s Gospel say about Jesus as the source of life?  

(a)  _________________________________________________________________________


(b)  _________________________________________________________________________


(c)  _________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > (a) Eternal or Everlasting Life.  John 3:15-16 > “That whosoever believeth in him [Jesus] should not perish, but have eternal life.  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  

· Sermon > (b) Abundant Life.  John 10:10b > “… I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.”  
· Sermon > (c) Resurrection Life.  John 11:25 > “Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.”  

5)  How does Jesus destroy death and darkness?  


(1)  _________________________________________________________________________


(2)  _________________________________________________________________________


(3)  _________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > (a) Jesus Emits Light.  v4 > “In him was life; and the life was the light of men.”  

· Sermon > (b) Jesus Empowers Witnesses.  v7 > “The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe.”  
· Sermon > (c) Jesus Evokes Truth.  v9 > “That was the true Light [and Truth], which lights every man that comes into the world.”  



