“jesus is john’s testimony”

John 1:15 – 28

March is also Stewardship Month.  It is a time to check out our giving and an opportunity to reevaluate our generosity.  We must give God’s stuff back to God.  __________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 

The Bible teaches that the ministry of John the Baptist was creating a tremendous stir among the populace of Israel.  That is, John the Baptist was the prophetic forerunner to Christ that came to bear witness and to testify of Jesus as Christ.  _______________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Jesus is greater than John the Baptist and has a higher rank, priority, and existed before the Baptist.  The Word of God explains that the Law was given through Moses, but the superabundance of grace, favor, blessings, and truth came thru Jesus Christ.  The Scripture confirms that Jesus is the only begotten Son and has both seen God and has come to declare God.  _____________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Gospel of John makes plain that baptism is an essential part of salvation and Christianity.  Thus through baptism, we fully follow in the footsteps of Christ Jesus.  ________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question >  “How to testify like John the Baptist?”  
1 – confess the truth  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· People began wondering if John the Baptizer was the long-awaited Messiah, so they asked him.  That is, the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem (Sanhedrin) sent priests and Levites to ask the Baptizer, Who are you?”  ________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Great crowds had gathered to hear the Baptizer and many people believed and were baptized.  Thought the Baptizer did no miracles, the people still thought he was the promised Messiah.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Like the Baptizer, we too must confess the truth concerning Jesus Christ.  We must be quick to testify that:  ____________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2 – acknowledge your faith  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· These Jewish leaders wanted to know exactly who John the Baptist is.  Are you Elijah or the promised prophet?  Just who are you?  ______________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· John the Baptist declares he is only a VOICE crying out in the wilderness telling the world to make straight the way and path of the Messiah.  ____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The Baptizer’s voice is one of preparation and proclamation, while Jesus’ words are inspiration and illumination.  _______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Every Christian should model John the Baptist’s mission and should witness to his message.  ___
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3 – lead souls to christ  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In those days, Jewish religious leaders baptized Gentiles who wanted to adopt the Jewish faith (Proselyte), but John was baptizing Jews.  ___________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· John the Baptist was leading people to the Savior-King, the Son of God.  The people did not know or recognize the Christ, but the Baptizer (as the witness) came to bear witness to his disciples and to point souls to Jesus  __________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
v27 >  “He it is, who coming after me is preferred before me, whose shoe's latchet I am not worthy to unloose.”  
· This statement refers to Jesus’ preexistence – not to His birth date – Jesus existed before John Baptist was ever conceived.  It was the task of the slave to untie his master’s sandals.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· In this verse, the Baptizer exemplifies a sense of true humility and an understanding of the significance of Jesus.  ___________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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