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March 15, 2017

1)  The Sadducees sent priest and Levites to ask John the Baptist who he is.  [t] or [false] 

· Sermon > no!  The Pharisees, members of the Sanhedrin in Jersalem, sent priest and Levites to ask the Baptizer, “who are you.”  

· v19 > “And this is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, who art thou?”  
· Sermon > These religious leaders were all members of the Sanhedrin, but specifically from the sect of the Pharisees (legalists and separatists) and not from the Sadducees (liberals and rationalists).  

· v24 > “And they which were sent were of the Pharisees.”  

2)  People believed in John the Baptist because of his messages and miracles.  [t] or [false] 

· Sermon > no!  The Baptizer did not perform a single miracle, yet people still thought him to be the promised Messiah.  The Baptizer denied any such claim as Messiah and did not hesitate to answer the religious leaders plainly that, “I am not the Christ.”  

· v20> “And he confessed, and denied not; but confessed, I am not the Christ.” 
3)  Explain the relationship between Jesus as “Logos Word” and the Baptizer as “The Voice.”  


 _________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


 _________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > The Baptizer was a temporary echoing voice, while Jesus is the Everlasting Logos Word.  

· Sermon > The Baptizer’s voice was one of preparation and proclamation, while Jesus’ words are inspiration and illumination.  

· v23 > “He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias.”  

· Sermon > The Baptizer is echoing the words of the prophet found in Isaiah 40:3, “The voice of him that cries in the wilderness, prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.”  

4)  Explain what John the Baptist meant by the phrase, “I baptize with water.”  


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > First, in those days, Jewish religious leaders baptized Gentiles who wanted to adopt the Jewish faith [proselyte], but John was baptizing Jews.  John’s baptism was not to identify the person with Judaism, or with a new religion, but with the coming Messiah (through repentance).  

· Sermon > Secondly, John’s baptism was with water but the Messiah will come and baptize with fire (and Holy Ghost) baptism.  

· Matthew 3:11 > “And I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire.”  

5)  List three of the testimonies of John the Baptist.  


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > First, John the Baptist confesses his trust in Christ.  Although the ministry of the Baptizer was creating a tremendous stir among the populace of Israel, he confessed that he was not the Christ, but that the Christ Jesus was among them.  

· v20 > “And he confessed, and denied not; but confessed, I am not the Christ.”  

· Sermon > Secondly, John the Baptist acknowledges his faith in Christ.  The Baptizer faithfully accepts his assignment and mission from God.  That at the proper time John the Baptist decreased so that Jesus might increase (cf. 3:30).  

· v23 > “He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Isaiah.”  

· Sermon > Thirdly, John the Baptist led or pointed souls to Christ.  The Baptizer was leading people to the Savior-King as the Son of God.  The people did not know or recognize Jesus as Christ.  As a witness, the Baptizer came to bear witness to his disciples and to point souls to Jesus as Christ.  
· v26 > “John answered them, saying, I baptize with water: but there stands one among you, whom ye know not.”  




