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1)  What does it mean for us today that Jesus died to take away sin?  

_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > Jesus died to forgive the world of “original sin.”  That is, the sin of Adam and Eve was the first or “original” sin of disobedience to God’s commandment in the Garden of Eden concerning the eating of the “fruit.”  

· John 3:16 > “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  

· Sermon > Jesus also died to cleanse the believer of “daily sins.”  The sins believers perpetrate by omission or commission through their daily words, thoughts, and deeds.  

· 1John 1:9 > “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  
· Sermon > It means that we are not just forgiven but cleansed.  Forgiven deal with the consequence of sin.  On the other hand, cleansing deal with the freedom to let go of the old ways of living.  Cleansing purifies our hearts and set us free to pursue a godly life style.  

2)  Why did the two disciples want to know where Jesus was staying?  

_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > The two disciples were told by John the Baptist that Jesus was the Lamb of God.  Then the two heard Jesus speak.  The two immediately recognize in Jesus the qualities of a superb teacher or rabbi.  They were so impressed by what Jesus said that they wanted to spend the rest of the day with Jesus listening and learning from Jesus’ own lips.  Therefore, they asked Jesus where He was staying.  
· v38b > “…They said unto him, Rabbi, (which is to say, being interpreted, Master,) where dwellest thou?”  

· Sermon > For the two disciples, it must to have been a marvelous privilege to spend all day with Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  No doubt, Jesus told them something of His mission, revealed their own hearts to them, and answered their piercing questions.  

· v39 > “He [Jesus] saith unto them, Come and see.  They came and saw where he dwelt, and abode with him that day: for it was about the tenth hour.”  

· Sermon > Considering the “tenth hour.”  Reckoning the hours by the Roman method starting at midnight (12am), the tenth hour would be 10AM.  The time the two begun their visit with Jesus.  If reckoning by the Jewish method starting at sunrise (6am), the time would be 4PM.  The time the two ended their visit with Jesus.  
3)  What was the significance of Jesus changing Simon name to Peter (Cephas)?  


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > Jesus changed Simon name to an Aramaic name which mean “rock or stone” or in the Greek means “petra” or Peter.  No reason is given in Scripture for the change of his name.  However, the change signifies “a new identity and mission for Peter.”  In Matthew 16:18, the text says Peter would become the “Rock” upon which Jesus would build His Church.  

· Sermon > The common understanding is that his name (Peter) indicates what God, by His grace, would do through him.  Peter did not always demonstrate the “rock-like firmness” of his name.  

· Sermon > In talking with Peter in the “present,” Jesus also saw in Peter what he would become in the “future” in the inauguration and early growth of the Church.  We see the “Already” (present) and the “Not Yet” (future) 1John 3:2.  
· 1John 3:2 > “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it does not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.”  
4)  Explain the “Already / Not Yet” concept highlighted during the sermon.  


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > God sees in all of us in an “Already / Not Yet” concept.  This theological concept of “Already but Not Yet” holds that believers are actively taking part in the kingdom of God, although the kingdom will not reach its full expression until sometime in the future.  We are “already” in the kingdom, but we do “not yet” see it in its glory.  The “Already / Not Yet” theology is related to kingdom theology and inaugurated eschatology (that is the “End of Days started at Jesus’ resurrection).  

· Research > The “Already / Not Yet” paradigm was developed by Princeton theologian Gerhardus Vos early in the 20th century.  In the 1950s George Eldon Ladd, a professor at Fuller Theological Seminary, argued that there are two meanings to the kingdom of God: 1) God’s authority and right to rule and 2) the realm in which God exercises His authority. 

· Research > Moreover, the Kingdom is described in Scripture both as a realm presently entered and as one entered in the future.  Dr. Ladd concluded that the kingdom of God is both present and future.  Therefore, Jesus saw Simon Peter both present [already] and future [not yet].  
5)  Why did Andrew first find and bring his brother to Jesus Christ?  


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > Evangelism is an essential part of our salvation and redemption.  

· Acts 1:8 > “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”  

· Sermon > In bringing his brother Simon Peter to Christ, no man did the Church a greater service than Andrew did.  No doubt, prompted by the Holy Spirit.  

· v41-42 > “He [Andrew] first finds his own brother Simon, and said to him, We have found the Messiah, which is, being interpreted, the Christ.  42And he brought him to Jesus ...”  

· Sermon > How marvelous it is to find Christ and then share that find with your own family, friends, love ones, and co-workers.  
6)  Giving is the results of spiritual  _________________ .  

[a]  Obedience       [b]  Growth       [c]  Maturity       [d]  Faith  
· Sermon > [e]  All of the Above.

· Sermon > Giving is an act of obedience to the Word of God.  Giving is the results of spiritual growth.  Giving is a mark of spiritual maturity.  That’s because spiritual Christians are faithful stewards.  



