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1)  What was John’s purpose for writing this Gospel?  


_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > John writes his gospel (dissertation and memoirs) to show that Jesus is the Son of God, and as such, Jesus is God Himself (The God-Man).  

· Sermon > John’s Gospel focuses upon Jesus’ miracles (signs and wonders) so that the reader would come to believe in Jesus as The Christ (Messiah).  

· John 20:31 > “But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.”  
· Theme > The predominant theme of this gospel is the dual response of faith and unbelief in the person of Jesus Christ.  Those who place their faith in the Son of God have eternal life, but those who reject him are under the condemnation of God (3:36).  

· John 3:36 > “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.”  
2)  What is the aim of our sermon series and this bible study?  


_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > Their aim is to get us to know Jesus better.  That is, to deepen our appreciation for the Christian life by investigating the life and ministry of Jesus and by revealing the passion and sacrifice of Christ.  
· Sermon > In order to know Jesus better, we must decrease so that Jesus may increase.  When we increase with Jesus, we will decrease the old nature, the old ways, and old thinking.  
· John 3:30 > “He must increase, but I must decrease.”  
3)  Explain the power and purpose of rebirth.  


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > The purpose of rebirth is regeneration of our “dead spirit” while the power of rebirth is redemption from “original sin” and forgiveness for “daily sins.”  That is, rebirth nullifies the “spiritual death” inherited because of Adam’s disobedience as original sin.  Likewise, rebirth grants grace and mercy for the faults and failures of the flesh committed as daily sins.  

· Sermon > Rebirth means more than mere intellectual agreement; it includes trust and commitment to accept Jesus as Lord and Savior, which produces a change in heart and obedience to Christ.  

· John 3:17 > “For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.”  
4)  Why did Jesus “must needs” go through Samaria?  


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > Jesus went through Samaria to instruct the Woman at the Well in the truth about Herself, about God, and about Worship.  Jesus accomplished this by offering her “living water” in an effort to quench her spiritual thirst.  That is, by satisfying her spiritual thirst with “living water,” her physical, emotional, and social thirst were also quenched (satisfied).  

· John 4:4 > “And he [Jesus] must needs go through Samaria.”  
· Sermon > Moreover, Jesus has come to reconnect humanity to divinity.  Here at Jacob’s well, Jesus’ focus is on ethnicity and gender through a Samaritan woman.  

· John 4:9 > “Then saith the woman of Samaria unto him, How is it that thou, being a Jew, asks drink of me, which am a woman of Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans.” 
5)  Explain the salvific “force” that powers a person’s ability to evangelize for Jesus Christ.  

_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > The salvific force is called faith.  That is, our faith powers our witness for Jesus Christ. 
· Like the Samaritan Woman at the well whose faith and testimony evangelized an entire village, while the testimony and faith of the nobleman evangelizes an entire household.  

· Sermon > In fact, the official’s faith was so real it was contagious.  He told his family about his amazing encounter with this Jesus and they believed too.  
· John 4:53 > “So the father knew that it was at the same hour, in the which, Jesus said unto him, Thy son lives: and himself believed [faith], and his whole house.”  

· Hebrews 11:1 > “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” 
· Consider > In Ch3, Jesus meets a “religious leader” (a man) at midnight and discusses new birth by water.  In Ch4, Jesus meets a “religious outcast” (a woman) at midday and discusses new life through living water.  
· Consider > In Ch2, Jesus first miracle was turning water into wine through the need for wine, the emergency of now, and the faith of His mother, Mary.  In Ch4, Jesus second miracle was healing a nobleman’s child from a distance through the need for healing, the crisis of now, and the faith of the father.  



