“When water becomes wine”

John 2:1 – 11

May 3, 2017

1)  List the three things required for a miracle.  


[a]  _____________________________________________________________________


[b]   _____________________________________________________________________


[c]  ______________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > In order to have a miracle, we must have three things >  

· First – A need:  a desperate situation will put you on the periphery for a miracle.  

· Second – An emergency:  when that need is needed right now, later is too late.  

· Third – A faith in God:  being in a right relationship with God and spiritually committed to God’s word and will.  

· Sermon > Here in Cana, NEED was for wine, the EMERGENCY was now, and the FAITH of Mother Mary in her son Jesus produces this first miracle.  
2)  In Jesus’ day, wine mixed with water was safer to drink than water.  [true] or [f]  

· Sermon > True, because of a lack of water purification process, wine mixed with water was safer to drink than water alone.  Wine was the normal drink of the people in that day.  

· Sermon > However, we must not use this miracle as an argument for the use of alcoholic beverages today.  Some will use these verses to glorify drinking alcohol.  If you use Jesus as your example for drinking, why not follow His example in the other places in Scripture.  
· Luke 22:18 > “For I say unto you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine, until the kingdom of God shall come.”  

· 1Tim 5:23 > “Drink no longer water, but use a little wine for thy stomach's sake and thine often infirmities.”  
3)  About 25% of our failures result from our disobedience to what Jesus tells us.  [t] or [false]  

· Sermon > False, about 90% of our failures result from our disobedience to the Word of God and to what Jesus tells us.  Even if you don’t fully understand it, do what Jesus tells you to do.  
· Sermon > Start with doing justly, loving mercy, and walking humbly with God.  
· v5 > “His mother saith unto the servants, Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it.”  

4)  The more our hearts (lives) are “filled” with the spirit, the less our hearts (lives) are “controlled” by the world.  [true] or [f]  

· Sermon > True, sometimes we must run out of our stuff before we can be filled up with God’s stuff.  That is, we must run out of the wine of hatred, envy, jealousy, and strife.  That is, the Slop of Satan.  
· v7 > “Jesus saith unto them, Fill the water pots with water.  And they filled them up to the brim.”  

· Sermon > That is, we must following Jesus’ words exactly.  Fill up to the brim with Him, Jesus.  It might sound crazy, but fill yourself all the way up on Jesus.  He can turn our ordinary into the extraordinary, and turn the natural into the supernatural.  
· Eph 5:18 > “And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit.”  

5)  In Jesus’ day, explain why it was customary to put out the “good” wine first?  


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > The common custom was that the best wine was served first.  Once the guests have consumed the “good” wine and they had drunk (not “drunk”), then the less expensive wine was served.  The water Jesus turned into wine was of superior quality.  One could taste the quality > “O, taste and see that the Lord is good.”  
· Sermon > The good news is that the wine served last was better and of a superior extraordinary quality.  Somewhere between the pouring and flowing, the water turned to wine.  Somewhere between the needing and pleasing, God makes a way out of no way.  Somewhere between the believing and receiving, our faith in God makes the invisible visible.  

· v10 > “Every man at the beginning doth set forth good wine; and when men have well drunk, then that which is worse: but thou hast kept the good wine until now”.  
· Sermon > In times of crisis, we must release our good stuff, our best for the Savior.  The manner in which water was turned to wine, is the same manner in which sinners are turned into saints.  



