“it’s time to clean house”

John 2:12 – 17

This morning, we continue our sermon series through the Gospel of John.  Today, we will investigate Jesus’ first cleansing of the temple in Jerusalem.  Yes, God’s House can become soiled, dirty, polluted, foul, corrupted, and unclean.  

_______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Sin has not even been completely or perfectly eradicated in one single church in all the world.  Go anywhere and you will find sin everywhere > “Evil is present with us.”  ______________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Despite the presence of sin in the local church, the Church is still the only hope for a world of lost sinners, and yet, the local church can and do become polluted.  __________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 
· The Bible teaches that after leaving the wedding in Cana of Galilee, Jesus went to Capernaum for a short visit.  Within days, Jesus went up to Jerusalem to celebrate Passover.  _______________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The Gospel of John confirms that this first cleansing caught the moneychangers by surprise as Jesus drove them from the temple.  _________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The Word of God makes plain that Jesus is furious that a place of prayer has been turned into a market for profit.  _______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question >  “Why clean God’s House?”  
1 – to  keep  _______________________________________  
[v14]  ___________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Not everyone came to the temple to worship; there were many sitting and selling sacrificial animals at an enormous profit.  ___________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The moneychangers had a lucrative business of exchanging Roman coins for Jewish shekels to pay the temple tax and charging a high percentage to exchange the coins.  _________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· This religious market began, as a “convenience” for the Jews who came long distances to worship in the temple, but in due time the “convenience” became a business, not a ministry.  __________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Not everybody comes to church to worship.  __________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Prayer in the church presupposes that there is prayer in the home.  ________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· What’s in your Heart between the sermon and summon.  ________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2 – to  keep  _______________________________________  


Satan has declared war against the people of God and the Church of Jesus Christ.  ___________

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· We are living in an anti-Christian society:  everything that is anti-life, anti-family, anti-church, and anti-God.  _____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[v15]  ___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Jesus did not lose his temper or fly off the handle; Jesus was forceful but not cruel.  ___________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Jesus was hearing all the commotion, the arguing over the exchange rate, the bartering over the price of the animals, and the anger voices of those who felt cheated.  ______________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Truth be told, Christ wants to cleanse us and to overturn the table of sin in our lives.  __________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3 – to  keep  _______________________________________  

[Luke 19:46]  ____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· First and foremost, God’s House is our place for worship.  _______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· We can spend a lifetime erecting and cleaning the physical temple and working on the outer appearance, but God’s focus is on the believer’s inner temple.  ___________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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