“it’s time to clean house”
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1)  Jesus cleansed the temple because of the animals.  [t] or [false]  

· Sermon > False, not because of the animals, but the animal traders and the moneychangers.  Together, they had a lucrative business selling and trading at an inordinately high price.  The moneychangers were exchanging Roman coins for Jewish shekels at a high percentage rate in order to pay the temple tax.  
· Sermon > No doubt this religious market began as a “convenience” for the Jews who came long distances to worship in the temple, but in due time, the “convenience” became a business not a ministry.  
· Sermon > Imagine Jesus hearing all this commotion:  the arguing over the exchange rate; the bartering over the price of the animals; and the angry voices of those who felt cheated.  
· v16b > “…Take these things hence, make not my Father’s house a house of merchandise.”  
2)  The primary purpose of the House of God is to give humanity a place of refuge, healing, and security.  [t] or [false]  

· Sermon > False, the primary purpose of the House of God is to give humanity a place to worship God.  As our “tabernacle” or “meeting place,” the Lord promises to meet us in this “set apart” place [or sanctuary] to receive our praise [worship] and to hear our prayers.  
· Luke 19:46 > “It is written, My house is the house of prayer: but ye have made it a den of thieves.”  
· Isaiah 56:7 > “…For mine house shall be called an house of prayer for all people.”  

· Sermon > Not everybody comes to church to worship.  We are but guests in God’s House.  If it’s possible to run out of wine at a wedding feast, than it’s possible for glory to depart from the temple.  Remember, we come to church to celebrate Christ and to worship God.  

3)  The cleansing of the physical church building is more important than the cleansing of the spiritual temple.  [t] or [false]  

· Sermon > False, Jesus is cleansing the outer temple because He knows the real pollution starts when “worldliness” gets into the inner temple.  We can spend a lifetime erecting and cleaning the physical temple and working on the outer appearance, but God’s focus is on the believer’s inner temple.  

· 1Cor 6:19-20 > “What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?  20For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.”  

· Sermon > Satan has declared war against the people of God and the church of Jesus Christ.  Satan is the instigator of worldliness.  We must keep worldliness out of the “temple.”  We are in the world, but not of it.  Worldliness is about minimizing Christ, and nullifying Jesus.  




