“a new kind of temple”

John 2:18 – 25

This morning, we continue our sermon series through the Gospel of John.  Today, we will investigate the immediate aftermath of Jesus’ first cleansing of the temple.  Yes, God’s House can become dirty, soiled, polluted, and corrupted.  __________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 
· The Bible teaches that the first public work in which we find Christ engaged was driving merchants and moneychangers from the temple.  The condition of the temple was a vivid indication of the spiritual condition of the nation of Israel ________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The Gospel of John confirms that Jesus’ statement “destroy this temple” was not about Herod’s temple made with hands, but His own physical temple not made by hands.  _________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The Word of God makes plain that we don’t make animal sacrifices to God anymore, and we don’t worship God in a temple anymore.  _____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question >  “How did the people view this new kind of temple?”  
1 – merchants  demanded  a  ________________________  
[v18]  ___________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The merchants and moneychangers demands from Jesus some kind of  ______________  of His authority to remove them from the temple.  After all, these merchants had paid the Sanhedrin a fee for the privilege of peddling their wares ___________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In v19, Jesus uses the image of the temple to convey this truth > “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”  As with all of Jesus’ parables, one purpose of this enigmatic saying was to perplex and puzzle the hearers who opposed Him.  ____________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Therefore, Christ’s death was the “destroying” or pulling down of the temple and His resurrection is its’ “restoring” or rebuilding.  _______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2 – authorities  lacked  ______________________________  

[v18]  ___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Instead of standing with Jesus and assisting Him in vindicating the honor of the temple, the Jewish Authorities (Pharisees and Sadducees) objected to it.  __________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Historically, Herod the Great decided to refurbish the temple of Zerubbabel because it was not of the same grandeur and splendor as that of Solomon’s.  The renovation of Herod’s temple was started in 20 BC and was eventually completed in AD 64.  _______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
In v21, of course by “this temple,” Jesus meant His Body that, after his death, would be raised in three days.  ______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3 – disciples  failed  to  _____________________________  

[v22]  ___________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Even Jesus’ own disciples did not  ____________  this enigmatic saying, not at first.  It took the light of the Resurrection to illuminate and recall this truth.  _______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Notice in v23, while in Jerusalem during the Passover, Jesus did other signs, which John chose not to describe.  ________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· This was not necessarily saving faith as v24 implies > “But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because he knew all men.”  __________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· They believed because they saw the miracles but Jesus did not believe in them.  _____________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· In v25, Jesus looks beyond the superficial exterior and perceives the inner hearts.  ____________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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