“a new kind of temple”

John 2:18 – 25
May 10, 2017

RQ >  “How did the people view this new kind of temple?”  

1 – The Merchants Demanded A Sign.  (v18) 
2 – The Authorities Lacked Understanding.  (v20) 

3 – The Disciples Failed To Remember.  (v22) 
1)  The cleansing of the temple was a vivid indication of the corrupt spiritual state of the nation of Israel.  [true] or [f]  

· Sermon > True, when Jesus cleansed the temple, He “declared war” on the hypocritical religious leaders, and on their polluted spiritual condition.  This conflict ultimately led to Jesus’ crucifixion.  

· Luke 12:1b > “…He [Jesus] began to say unto his disciples first of all, Beware ye of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.”  

· Luke 19:46-48 > “It is written, My house is the house of prayer: but ye have made it a den of thieves.”  47And he taught daily in the temple.  But the chief priests and the scribes and the chief of the people sought to destroy him, 48And could not find what they might do: for all the people were very attentive to hear him.”  

2)  The merchants demanded a sign from Jesus.  What sign did Jesus give?  

_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > Jesus gives them the sign of Jonah.  That is, death, burial, and resurrection within three days.  

· Matthew 12:40 > “For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the whale’s belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.”
· v19 > “Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”  
3)  Explain the significant of this “new kind” of temple.  


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > Currently, the people were coming to the Jerusalem temple to meet God.  Here, Jesus is hinting that in time, people will come to Him as the “new temple” and as the new dwelling place of the Spirit of God.  
· Sermon > Eventually, every believer will become this “new kind of temple,” the spiritual dwelling place of the Holy Spirit.  
· v21 > “But he [Jesus] spake of the temple of his body.”  

· Sermon > As members of the Body of Christ, we are a living part of this “new kind of temple.”  

· John 15:7 > “If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.”  
· 1Cor 6:19-20 > “What?  Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?  20For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.”  
4)  Explain the term “unbelieving” or “unsaved” believers.  

_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > The Jewish people witnessed many signs from Jesus Christ, and yet they did not come to salvific faith.  
· The people “believed” on Jesus’ works, but did not “believe” in Jesus’ words.  Therefore, they could not share in Jesus’ eternal life.  
· 1Cor 1:22 > “For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom.”  
· Sermon > Notice in v23, while in Jerusalem during the Passover, Jesus did other signs which John chose not to record in his gospel.  The effect of these signs or miracles (which were probably healings) was to elicit faith on the part of the people.  
· Sermon > That is, many believed in Jesus’ miracles and trusted on His name, but not as Messiah, Savior, or Son of God.  
· Sermon > Jesus knew that a temporary excitement or superficial faith based on signs was not sufficient.  Many of the early followers later turned back when Jesus did not take up the role of a political king.  
· v24-25 > “But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because he knew all men.  25And needed not that any should testify of man: for he knew what was in man.”  
5)  Why did Jesus’ disciples fail to remember that in three days He would “rise” from the dead?  


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > Even Jesus’ own disciples did not remember this enigmatic saying, not at first.  It took the light of the Resurrection to illuminate and recall this truth.  
· Sermon > The disciples did not see the need for Jesus’ death; and therefore, they did not think about or consider a Suffering Savior (sacrificial Lamb of God) or a Dying Messiah until after the event.  
· v22 > “When therefore he was risen from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this unto them; and they believed the scripture, and the word which Jesus had said.”  
· Isaiah 53:4-5 > “Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.  5But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.”  



