“you must be born again”

John 3:1 – 13

Today, we investigate the power and purpose of our rebirth.  It is impossible to talk about birth without mentioning Mama.  __________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 
· The Bible teaches that Nicodemus came to Jesus by night with lots of questions and a multitude of unresolved doubts.  Nicodemus represented the best in the nation of Israel.  He was a moral man, a teacher, a Pharisee, and a member of the Jewish ruling council (Sanhedrin).  __________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The Gospel of John confirms that a person is only saved when they are born again anew through the Word of God.  ______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The Word of God makes plain that Jesus had burst on the scene from obscurity giving sight to the blind, cleansing lepers, opening the ears of the deaf, and straightening the limbs of the crippled.  
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question > “Why is it necessary to be born again?”  
1 – to  ________________  the kingdom of god  
[v3]  ___________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In his night visit, Nicodemus recognizes Jesus as a Rabbi and could see that Jesus is a teacher sent from God ___________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In v4, Nicodemus assumes that Jesus means something impossible that a person must return to his mother’s womb and be reborn.  The Second Birth that Jesus refers to is “from above,” it is spiritual rebirth.  ________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· To be “born again” or born from above is to have a spiritual transformation, which takes us out of the kingdom of darkness into the Kingdom of God.  ____________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2 – to  ________________  the kingdom of god  

 [v5]  ___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· In our first birth, we are born of the “flesh” and of the “water” but in our second birth, we are born from “above” and of the “Spirit.”  Our first birth makes us children of Adam, born outside of Paradise as children of wrath and disobedience.  Our second birth makes us children of God, heirs of the Kingdom of God, and joint heirs with Jesus Christ.  ___________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In v8, being “born again” is likening to the wind blowing and the Holy Spirit flowing.  ____________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· We cannot tell exactly how the Spirit of God operates, but we can surely tell when God is moving and flowing in the lives and hearts of His people.  ______________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3 – to  ________________  the kingdom of god  

 [v10]  __________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Jesus is troubled by Nicodemus’ lack of knowledge and understanding.  In other words, Nicodemus you are responsible for instructing Israel in matters of faith, and yet you do not know or understand the necessity of life in the Spirit.  _______________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Jesus assures Nicodemus that “the new birth” is not a fantasy but it is a reality.  ______________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· If a person but believe Christ’s words and receive Christ as Savior, he or she will discover how real and wonderful “New Birth” is.  _____________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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