“You must be born again”

John 3:1– 13

May 17, 2017

RQ >  “Why is it necessary to be born again?”  

1 – To SEE the Kingdom of God.  (v4) 
2 – To Enter the Kingdom of God.  (v5) 

3 – To Understand the Kingdom of God.  (v10) 

1)  An individual is born again by the faith and works of Jesus Christ.  [t] or [false]  

· Sermon > False, we are not reborn by the faith and works of Jesus.  We are born again by our faith in the words of Christ.  We are saved by grace through faith – a faith that comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God.  

· Eph 2:8-9 > “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  9Not of works, lest any man should boast.”  

· Sermon > Salvation and entrance into the Kingdom of God is predicated on being born again.  That is, by believing and confessing Jesus Christ, which results in being born of the water and of the Spirit.  The water refers to natural birth, physical cleansing, and baptism.  The Spirit refers to rebirth from “above” and of the renewing and reawakening power of the Holy Spirit.  

· Romans 10:9-10 > “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.  10For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”  
· Sermon > Our first birth makes us children of Adam, born outside of Paradise as children of wrath and disobedience.  Our second birth makes us children of God, heirs of the Kingdom of God, and joint heirs with Jesus Christ.  

· v5 > “Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.”  
2)  Jesus’ true mission was to reconnect humanity with divinity as new creatures.  [true] or [f]  

· Sermon > True, Jesus came to reconnect humanity with divinity that we might be born from above (again) or renewed as new Creatures in Christ.  Being “born again” is the process whereby the believer is regenerated and reborn from above by the Holy Spirit.  
· Sermon > To be “born again” or born from above is to have a spiritual transformation, which takes us out of the kingdom of darkness into the Kingdom of God.  

· v3 > “Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”  

3)  Who is Nicodemus and explain his reasons for seeking out Jesus at night.  


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > Nicodemus was a Jew, a Pharisee, and a member of the Sanhedrin, the highest and most prestigious legislative body of the Jews.  Nicodemus was a highly respected teacher of the Old Testament Scriptures.  He thought that being an upstanding “Jew” was enough to get him into heaven; however, Jesus tells him that his credential and his birth status was not enough to enter into the Kingdom of God.  In fact, his pedigree would not even allow him to see the Kingdom. 
· v1-2a > “There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews:  2The same came to Jesus by night…”  

· Sermon > Why: Nicodemus was the model for the Jewish religious life, if he could not enter the kingdom of God who could?  This is the question, which Jesus came to settle for all of humanity telling Nicodemus, “you must be born again.”  

· v3 > “Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”  
· Sermon > Nicodemus came to Jesus by night with a multitude of questions and many unresolved doubts.  We are not told why Nicodemus came at night, but we can speculate that perhaps he was fearful of his colleagues.  
· Sermon > Nicodemus could not understand spiritual birth because he did not understand the power and purpose of Jesus Christ.  That is, Nicodemus lacks the spiritual capacity to understand rebirth.  
4)  Explain why being “born again” is like the wind.  


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > Being “born again” is likening to the wind blowing and the Holy Spirit flowing.  We don’t quite understand the process, but the wind illustrates the way one is born of the Spirit.  We cannot tell exactly HOW the Spirit of God operates but we can surely tell WHEN God is moving and flowing in the lives and hearts of His people.  
· v8 > “The wind blows where it lists [chooses], and thou hear the sound thereof, but cannot tell whence it comes, and whither it goes: so is every one that is born of the Spirit.”  
· Sermon > Remember, if you are born once, you will DIE twice but if you are BORN twice, you will only die once.  
5)  Why was Jesus troubled by Nicodemus’ lack of knowledge and understanding?  


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > Jesus was troubled by Nicodemus’ lack of knowledge and understanding.  After all, Nicodemus represented the best in the nation of Israel.  He was a moral man, a teacher of the Jews, and a seed of Abraham.  
· Sermon > Nicodemus was responsible for instructing Israel in matters of faith, and yet he did not know or understand the very basic process of rebirth through the Holy Spirit.  

· Sermon > Nicodemus came to Jesus by Night, but he finally came into the Light and was identified as an admirer and follower of Jesus Christ.  

· v10 > “Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou a master of Israel, and knows not these things?”  



