“we are reborn in christ”

John 3:14 – 21

May 24, 2017

RQ >  “How does rebirth occur?”    Rebirth occurs when we … 
1 – Lift Up Jesus.  (v14)  
2 – Believe In Jesus.  (v15)   

3 – Embrace The Light of Jesus.  (v21) 

1)  Jesus’ death purchased salvation for the entire world; everyone is eternally saved.  [t] or [false] 

· Sermon > False, the words of John 3:16 confirms that Jesus freely laid down His life in order to save the “whosoevers” of the world from original sin.  Salvation is only granted to the “whosoevers” who believe in the only begotten Son of God, Jesus.  

· v16 > “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  

· Sermon > In v18, Jesus confirms that those who do not believe and accept Jesus are condemned already.  That is, people are not lost because they do not believe in Jesus, they simply remain lost unless [or until] they put their belief [faith] in Jesus.  
· v18 > “He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.”  

· Sermon > Don’t blame God for a world of perishing souls and lost sinners.  

· 2Peter 3:9 > “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.”  
· Sermon > Keep in mind, the Cross of Calvary eradicated “original sin” and at the Altar of Prayer Jesus forgives “daily sins.”  

· 1John 1:9-10 > “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  10If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.”  
2)  Jesus’ mission was first to reconnect humanity with divinity.  [true] or [f]  

· Sermon > True, the real mission of Jesus was to reconnect fallen humanity with exalted divinity making each believer a “new creature” in Christ.  That is, to reconnect is to reconcile disagreeing entities.  Jesus gave his life a ransom to reconnect the many fallen “whosoevers.”  

· Mark 10:45 > “For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.”  

· Sermon > God the Creator [divinity] so loved this sinful and dying world [humanity] that God the Father was moved and motivated to sacrifice His “one and only” Son Jesus Christ.  

· v16 > “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  

· 2Cor 5:18-19 > “And all things are of God, who has reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and has given to us the ministry of reconciliation; 19  To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and has committed unto us the word of reconciliation.”  

3)  Explain the uplifted “serpent of bronze” with the lifted up “Son of Man.”  


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > First, while wandering in the wilderness, the children of Israel started complaining against God and murmuring against Moses.  As a judgment, God sent poisonous serpents among the people to bite them and many died.  Keep in mind that God’s judgment is sometimes fatal.  

· Sermon > Second, the people acknowledged their sin and asked Moses to pray to God to forgive them and to remove the serpents from among them.  

· Sermon > Third, God instructed Moses to make a serpent of bronze and to put it upon a pole so that everyone who is bitten shall look upon the serpent of bronze and live.  
· Sermon > Fourth, whenever a murmuring Israelite was bitten by a serpent, that person could look at the uplifted brazen serpent and live.  That is, the very thing that killed the people (serpent) became the surrogate thing that saved the people (substitute serpent).  That is, the “actual snake” that took life because of sin, the “substitute snake” now offered life as the symbol of salvation.  

· v14 > “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up.”  

· Sermon > Jesus uses the uplifted brazen serpent to illustrate and represent His own death on the Cross at Calvary.  

· John 12:32-33 > “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.  33This he said, signifying what death he should die.”  

4)  Explain the power and purpose of rebirth.  


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > The purpose of rebirth is regeneration of our “dead spirit” while the power of rebirth is redemption from “original sin” and forgiveness for “daily sins.”  That is, rebirth nullifies the “spiritual death” inherited because of Adam’s disobedience as original sin.  Likewise, rebirth grants grace and mercy for the faults and failures of the flesh committed as daily sins.  

· Sermon > Rebirth means more than mere intellectual agreement; it includes trust and commitment to accept Jesus as Lord and Savior, which produces a change in heart and obedience to Christ.  

· v17 > “For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.”  
5)  Explain the significance between the Light and the darkness.  


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > Everyone who does evil hates the Light and loves the darkness because the darkness is capable of hiding everyone’s wicked deeds.  In fact, the closer the sinner gets to the Light, the more his or her sins are exposed.

· Sermon > Since Jesus is the Light of the World, those who embrace the Light of Jesus no longer love the darkness.  Those who are “reborn” come to embrace Christ whose Light makes it clear that all their deeds are accomplished in God.  

· v21 > “But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God.”  
Bonus)  Explain the “verb” and “noun” analogy used by Pastor Lundy in the 11:00 sermon.  
· In John 3:16, the term “whosoevers” is inclusive of anyone and everyone regardless of their position in life or condition of life.

· That is, your current actions (verb) need not necessarily define your personality (noun). 

· Likewise, falling (verb) does not make you a failure (noun).



