“increase jesus in your life”

John 3:22 – 36
This morning, we investigate the increase of Jesus and his ministry and the decrease of John the Baptist.  _________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 
· The Bible teaches that God is sovereign in bestowing His blessings on individuals and on their ministry.  ______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The Gospel of John confirms that John the Baptist’s work was to prepare for the arrival of Christ as the “Bridegroom.”  ____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The Word of God makes plain that the relationship between the Son and the Father is one of loving intimacy and complete confidence.  ____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question > “How to increase with Jesus?”  
1 –  decrease the old  
[v25-29]  ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· For a short time, the ministry of John the Baptist overlapped Jesus’ ministry.  And now, Jesus’ growing influence and ministry is changing lives across Israel, people are being “born again.”  In order to increase with Jesus, we must decrease the old:  the old nature, the old ways, and the old thinking.  ______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Here in v25, it appears that some of John’s disciples started an argument > “There arose a question between some of John’s disciples and the Jews about purifying.”  Be careful, preachers involved in similar work it is easy for both friends and enemies to get caught up in competition and comparison.  Without realizing it, John’s disciples were putting him into a situation of competing against Jesus Christ.  ____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In v26, the text states that > “All men come to Him” sounds like a grumble of despair  The sight of the growing crowds with Jesus and the dwindling crowds with John stirred John’s followers to jealousy.  Although, the crowds preferred Jesus to John, John is too great a man to be jealous.  Instead of jealousy, John exhibited humble faithfulness to the superiority of Jesus’ person and ministry.  ______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In v27, all ministry and blessings come from God so there can be no competition.  Our gifts and opportunities come from God and He alone must get the glory.  John the Baptist recognizes that the old must decrease.  That is, his mission is completed, and now his joy is fulfilled.  Here, he expresses his genuine joy that Jesus was being accepted by all the people.  _________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2 –  transition to christ  
 [v30]  __________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Here in v29, John the Baptist uses a potent parable to serves as a powerful illustration.  That is, as the friend of the “bridegroom,” John’s office was to bring “groom” and “bride” together.  John the Baptist sees himself as the trusted friend who has the privilege of looking after a “bride” until the “bridegroom” arrives for the wedding.  _______________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Now that Jesus the “bridegroom” is here and is “increasing,” John is pleased to “decrease” and direct people to Jesus.  That is, once the “bridegroom” and “bride” had been brought together, the work of the best man is completed.  ________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In v30, John Baptizer’s own work is finished.  John could not reveal heaven’s counsel like Jesus, the God-Man.  The truth of the matter, the old era of Israel’s prophetic voices was giving way to the new era of the Messianic proclamation with Jesus as the agent of eternal life.  That is, decreasing the old and increasing the new requires a transition through Jesus Christ.  _________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3 –  increase the new  
 [v31-36]  ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· John the Baptist gives multiple reasons and testimony for Christ’s superiority to himself.  Look at v28, John the Baptist declares that he is not the Christ, Jesus is the Christ.  Jesus was from heaven, stood above all earthly authority and opened the doors of spiritual understanding and rebirth into eternal life.  __________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· In v32, Christ knew what was true by firsthand experience.  ______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· In v33, Christ’s testimony always agreed with God.  _____________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· In v34, Christ experienced the Holy Spirit in an unlimited manner.  _________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· In v35, Christ was supreme because the Father’s sovereignty and love had granted that status to Him.  _________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· With the coming of Jesus and the giving of the “Comforter,” not only Jesus but even the believer has a much more intimate relationship with the Spirit than was possible in the old era.  The Spirit  who was to represent Jesus as “Another Counsdelor” (Paraclete – Comforter) was to be in the believer in the most intimate sense.  ________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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