“Increase jesus in your life”

John 3:22 – 36
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RQ >  “How to increase with Jesus?”  

1 – Decrease The Old.  (v25 - v29)  
2 – Transition With Christ.  (v30)  
3 – Increase The New.  (v31 - v36)  
1)  The jealousy of John’s disciples put him into a situation of competing against Jesus Christ.  [true] or [f]  

· Sermon > True, some of John’s disciples started an argument over “purification” or more specifically, baptism.  John’s disciples baptized unto repentance.  Jesus’ disciples baptized into “new birth” or being “born again” of the water and of the Spirit.  
· v25 > “Then there arose a question between some of John's disciples and the Jews about purifying.”  

· Sermon > The word “Jews” in v25 is believed to be singular and a reference to Nicodemus.  Nevertheless, the Jewish people already had several rites of purifying.  Jewish tradition specified that there had to be enough water to cover completely a person, and that it had to be collected naturally.  
· John 2:6 > “And there were set there six water pots of stone, after the manner of the purifying of the Jews, containing two or three firkins apiece.”  
· Sermon > The sight of the growing crowds with Jesus and the dwindling crowds with John stirred John’s followers to jealousy.  All men coming to Jesus sounds like a grumble of despair.  Preachers and people who are involved in similar work must be careful; it is easy for both friends and enemies to be caught up in competition and comparison.  
· Sermon > Truth of the matter, all ministry and blessings come from God so there should not be any competition.  Our gifts and opportunities come from God and God alone must receive the glory.  After all, we are all working for the Lord.  
· v27 > “John answered and said, “A man can receive nothing unless it has been given to him from heaven.”  
2)  Explain the “I must decrease” concerning John the Baptist.  


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > First, in v28, John the Baptist has already confessed that he was not the Christ.  Secondly, in v29, John realized that he was the friend or “best man” and not the bridegroom.  Thirdly, in v30, John realizes that his own work is finished, although he did not know that imprisonment and death awaited him.  
· v24 > “For John was not yet cast into prison.”  

· v30 > “He must increase, but I must decrease.”  
3)  The work of John the Baptist was to prepare for the arrival of Christ as the “Bridegroom.”  [true] or [f] 

· Sermon > True, as the friend of the Bridegroom, John’s office was to bring Groom and Bride together.  Here, John sees himself as the trusted friend who has the privilege of looking after a Bride until the Bridegroom arrives for the wedding.  
· v29 > “He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice.  Therefore this joy of mine is fulfilled.”  

· Sermon > That is, once the Bridegroom and Bride had been brought together, the work of the best man is completed.  So John utters the words in v30 > “He must increase, but I must decrease.”  
· Sermon > The old era of Israel’s prophetic voices was giving way to the new era of the Messianic proclamation with Jesus as the agent of eternal life.  That is, decreasing the old and increasing the new requires a transition through Jesus Christ.  
4)  Explain the consequences to the people who do not believing on the Son.  

_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > One of the consequences of not believing on the Son or refusing to accept Him [disobeying Him and denying Him as Savior] will not see [experience] “eternal” life.  

· Sermon > Another consequence of not believing on the Son is having the wrath [anger] of God hanging over them continually.  
· v36 > “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.”  
· Sermon > According to John 3:16, only the “non-whosoevers” will perish.  That is, to perish is to be destroyed utterly; to bring to nothing; or to make void in the Lake of Fire.  
· John 3:16 > “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  



