“filled up on living water”

John 4:1 – 26
June 14, 2017

RQ >  “Who gives this living water?”  

1 – Jesus – The Human God.  (v6)  
2 – Jesus – The Holy God.  (v10)  
3 – Jesus – The Helpful God.  (v25)  
1)  Explain the issue about “not going through” Samaria.  

_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > The issue about “not going through” Samaria was the centuries of feuding between the Jews and the Samaritans.  The reason was strictly religious and ethnic.  The Jews referred to the Samaritans as “half-breeds” (part Jew and part Gentile, specifically Assyrian).
· Sermon > Racial or ethnic discrimination is bad enough, but when it is wrapped in religion, it becomes much more repulsive and hideous.  The Jews and the Samaritans practiced a bigoted hatred of the vilest kind.  
· v9 > “Then saith the woman of Samaria unto him, How is it that thou, being a Jew, asks drink of me, which am a woman of Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans.”  

2)  Why did Jesus “must needs” go through Samaria?  

· Sermon > Jesus went through Samaria to instruct the Woman at the Well in the truth about Herself, about God, and about Worship.  Jesus accomplished this by offering her “living water” in an effort to quench her spiritual thirst.  That is, by satisfying her spiritual thirst with “living water,” her physical, emotional, and social thirst would also be satisfied.  
· Sermon > Moreover, Jesus has come to reconnect humanity to divinity.  Here, at Jacob’s well the focus is on ethnicity and gender; a woman of Samaria.  
· Sermon > Jesus accomplishes this by exposing and condemning sin.  Yet as Savior, Jesus offers Himself as a ransom for the sins of an idolatrous, sin-sick, and spiritually dead world.  

· v4 > “And he [Jesus] must needs go through Samaria.”  
3)  Explain “Living Water.”  

_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > Jesus refers to Living Water as the Holy Spirit.  In John 7:37ff, Jesus states > “If any man thirst, let him come unto me and drink.  He that believeth on me, as the Scripture has said, out of his bell shall flow rivers of living water.  (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive:  for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.)”  That is, liquid water must be drunk often, but “Living Water” is water which causes life and becomes an eternal, perpetual spring flowing within us.  
· v14 > “But whosoever drink of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a Well of Water springing up into everlasting life.”  
· Sermon > The Samaritan woman is at the well alone and at mid-day because she is a social outcast.  Yet, Jesus comes to her with “Living Water,” sits down with her, engages her in a conversation of the heart, frees her from the guilt of sin, and provides her with spiritual survival.  
· Sermon > In Ch3, Jesus meets a “religious leader” (a man) at midnight and discusses new birth by water.  Here in Ch4, Jesus meets a “religious outcast” (a woman) at midday and discusses new life through living water.  
· In v18, Jesus brought up the fact that the woman had five ex-husbands and a current live-in boyfriend.  She could not find satisfaction, so she kept going back to the love well hoping to find a new love.  By exposing and condemning her sin, Jesus in effect helps her without branding her a failure.  



