“believing without seeing”

John 4:43 – 54
This morning, we investigate the second miracle of Jesus, the miraculous healing of a nobleman’s son and the authority of unseen faith.  _________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 
· The Bible teaches that Jesus returns to Cana where he had turned water into wine, the site of His first public miracle, and here, Jesus is going to work a second public miracle.  _______________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· John’s Gospel confirms that there was a high-ranking official in Capernaum whose son was sick and near death.  ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The Word of God makes plain that when the official heard that Jesus had come from Judea to Cana, he went and besought Jesus that He would heal his terminally ill son.  ________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The Bible teaches that Jesus’ power is able to save from death, even from a distance.  ________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Faith is not believing that God can, but that God will.  Faith is to believe what we do not see, and the reward of this faith is to see what we believe.  (Abraham Lincoln)  ______________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question > “How to believe without seeing?”  
1 –  ______________________________  your crisis  
[v49]  The nobleman said to Him, “Sir, come down before my child dies!”  

· The son is in crisis; therefore, the father is in crisis.  Therefore, when he hears that Jesus is doing great signs and wonders in Cana, the official travels the 20 miles and pleads his case to Jesus.  
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The rich and famous are not exempt from trials and troubles, or torments and tribulations.  ______

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In v49, the official persisted, beseeching or begging Jesus > “Sir, come down before my little boy dies.”  ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Our crisis will test our faith.  _______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In Matthew 7:7, Jesus wants us to be persistent in our prayers.  __________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2 –  ______________________________  to the unseen truth  
[v50a]  “Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your son lives.”
· Jesus responds to the official’s persistent prayer.  Having tested the man’s faith, Jesus answers his prayer and heals his son who is 20 miles away.  ____________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Faith sees the invisible, believes the incredible, and receives the impossible.  In v50b, we are told that, “When the man heard the words of Jesus, faith took hold of him and he turned to go home.” 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In v51, as the official was going home, his servant meets him on the road and tells him that his son has miraculously recovered.  ______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The father realizes that this was the same hour when Jesus had said to him > “Your son will live.”
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3 –  ______________________________  the word of god  
[v53]  “So the father knew that it was at the same hour in which Jesus said to him, “Your son lives.”  And he himself believed, and his whole household.”
· In this second miracle, the Word of God had reached out, across the miles, and brought life where there had been only the bitter prospect of death.  ______________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Notice the growth of the official’s faith.  ______________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The official’s faith was so real it was contagious > “…And when he told his family about his amazing encounter with this Jesus, they believed too.”  _________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Like The Woman at the Well, whose faith and testimony evangelized an entire village; here, the testimony and faith of the Royal Official evangelizes an entire household.  __________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· In Hebrews 11:1 > “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”  _______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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