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RQ >  “How to believe without seeing?”  

1 – Recognize Your Crisis [v49].  
2 – Response to the Unseen Truth [v50].  
3 – Receive the Word of God [v53].  
1)  Explain the nobleman’s or royal official’s crisis.  


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > A nobleman (a high-ranking official) in Herod Antipas’ court, who lived in Capernaum, had a son who was dying from a terminal illness.  That is, the son was in crisis; therefore, the father was in crisis.  When the nobleman heard that Jesus was doing signs and wonders in Cana, he traveled the 20 miles from Capernaum and pleaded his case directly to Jesus.  
· Sermon > The nobleman persisted by beseeching and begging Jesus to travel back to Capernaum with him before his little boy died.  Our crisis will test our faith.  
· v49 > “The nobleman saith unto him, Sir, come down ere [before] my child die.”  
2)  At what point did this miraculously healing take place?  (Note: select all that may apply.) 

a]  When the man heard that Jesus performed miracles.  


b]  When the man traveled to Cana and asked Jesus.  


c]  When Jesus told him that his son will live.  


d]  When the man turned and started for home.  

· Sermon > Answer:  c + d.  When Jesus told the nobleman that his son would live, faith took hold of the nobleman and he turned and started for home.  That is, the man believed the words Jesus spoke concerning the healing of his son, trusting sight unseen.  With that, he turned and started to go home. 

· Sermon > The nobleman faithfully responded to the unseen truth of Jesus’ word and trusted that his son was indeed healed.  Therefore, he started for home; believing without seeing.  

· v50 > “Jesus saith unto him, Go thy way; thy son lives.  And the man believed the word that Jesus had spoken unto him, and he went his way.”  
3)  What happen to the nobleman while on the road traveling back home?  

_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > As the nobleman was traveling back home, his servants met him on the road and told him that his son had indeed miraculously recovered.  
· v51 > “And as he was now going down, his servants met him, and told him, saying, Thy son liveth.”  

· Sermon > The nobleman inquired as to what time did his son start to get better.  In v52, he was told, “Yesterday about one o’clock in the afternoon the fever left him.”  The nobleman realized that it was the same hour Jesus told him his son would live.  This good news served to strengthen the nobleman’s faith.  

· v52 > “Then enquired he of them the hour when he began to amend.  And they said unto him, Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him.”  
4)  Explain the salvific “force” that powers a person’s ability to evangelize for Jesus Christ.  


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > The salvific force is called faith.  That is, your faith powers your witness for Jesus Christ.  Like the Samaritan Woman at the well whose faith and testimony evangelized an entire village, the testimony and faith of the nobleman evangelizes an entire household.  
· Sermon > In fact, the official’s faith was so real it was contagious.  He told his family about his amazing encounter with this Jesus and they believed too.  
· v53 > “So the father knew that it was at the same hour, in the which, Jesus said unto him, Thy son lives: and himself believed [faith], and his whole house.”  
· Hebrews 11:1 > “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” 
5)  How does faith affect our lives and enable our witness? 


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > Faith is the power behind our witness.  Faith allows us to see the invisible, believes the incredible, and receives the impossible.  In the text, we are told that when the nobleman heard the words of Jesus, faith took hold of him and he turned to go home.  
· v50b > “And the man believed the word that Jesus had spoken unto him, and he went his way.”  
· Sermon > The bible assures us that faith will cause us to belief in the existence of those things which we do not see.  When we are influenced by our belief, then we will walk by faith and live in the confident expectation that the blessed things of God, yet unseen, shall come to past.  
· 2 Corinthians 5:7 > “For we walk by faith, not by sight.”  



