“healing on a sunday”

John 5:1 – 18
This morning, we investigate the amazing healing of the impotent man at the Pool of Bethesda; a healing that took place on the Jewish Sabbath.  __________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 
· The Bible teaches that Jesus returns to Jerusalem after His second miracle > the healing a nobleman’s son from a distance of 20-mile.  __________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· John’s Gospel confirms that Jesus has power over sickness and authority over death.  ________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The Word of God makes plain that there was a certain crippled, invalid man who had been laying there infirmed for 38 years.  _______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In this narrative, Jesus is criticized by the Jews who wants to kill Him for two reasons:  1) healing on the Sabbath, and 2) claiming equality with God the Father.  ___________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question > “How to get your healing?”  
1 –  IDENTIFY  _______________  ___________________  
[v6]  “… Do you want to be healed?”  

· The healing of the impotent man is a dramatic example of Jesus’ wondrous healing power.  When you are sick and hurting in pain; when you don’t know how you’re going to it, look to Jesus.  ____
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Some folk may choose to remain sick.  They are free of some unpleasant responsibilities and they receive sympathy by constantly complaining about their sickness.  ________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Jesus is the consummate intercessor, looking beyond our faults and seeing our need.  Jesus seems to be saying to the man, “You have family who bring you here every day and you have developed friendships with others who come here daily.  If I heal you, your life will be completely turned around.  _________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Was he a burden or a blessing to his family and friends?  ________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2 –  _________________  _________________  others  
[v7]  “…Sir, I have no man, when the water is troubled.”  
· There was a local belief that the waters of Bethesda had healing powers.  That is, at a certain season, an angel would “agitate – stir up” or troubled the water.  __________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· His complaint was that every time the water is troubled, there was no one around to assist him into the pool and that there was always another person who would reach the water first.  __________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Today, folks are quick to do the same thing.  __________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· We have such a difficult time saying, “I am responsible”  _________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3 –  _______________________  _____________  faith  
[v9]  “And immediately the man was made whole, and took up his bed, and walked: and on the same day was the Sabbath.”  
· Jesus motivates the impotent man to response to His words and to stretch beyond himself.  _____

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Jesus frequently required an act of faith on the part of a person requesting healing.  ___________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· This was not a test of this man’s faith in Jesus because the man did even know who Jesus was. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· After the man was healed, he was faithfully motivated to give testimony and witness that Jesus healed him.  The Samaritan Woman said, “Come see a man” but this man had no idea that it was Jesus who healed him.  __________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The Jew had a LAW that allowed Sabbath work to free a mule from a ditch, but not to heal a person from an illness.  __________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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