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1)  Why did the Jews seek to kill Jesus?  


_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > The Jewish Leaders sought to kill Jesus for two reasons: 1) healing on the Sabbath, and 2) claiming equality with God as His Father.  Eventually, they would add to these the charge that Jesus was claiming to be the “King of the Jews.”  
· v18 > “Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because he not only had broken the sabbath, but said also that God was his Father, making himself equal with God.”  
2)  The impotent man wanted to be healed.  [TRUE] or [F]  
· Sermon > TRUE.  The fact that the impotent man blamed someone else indicates his need or desire to be healed.  According to him, every time the water was troubled there was no one around to assist him into the pool.  The fact that he had been coming to the pool for 38 years points to a want for a dramatic and radical change (healing).  
· v7 > “The impotent man answered him, Sir, I have no man, when the water is troubled, to put me into the pool: but while I am coming, another steps down before me.”  
3)  Did the impotent man demonstrate any acts of faith?  Yes or No, explain your answer.  

_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > YES, the impotent man demonstrated an act of faith in the effort it took to “rise.”  That is, Jesus motivated the impotent man to response to His words and to stretch beyond himself.  

· v8 > “Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk.”  
· Sermon > This was not a test of this man’s faith in Jesus because the man did not know who Jesus was.  It was a test of the impotent man’s resolve and his willingness to make an effort to help himself.  
· Sermon > Jesus inspires the man to do the one thing that in 38 years he has never done: walk!  When the impotent man made the effort by faith to walk (rise), he was instantaneously healed.  

· Sermon > After the man was healed, he was faithfully motivated to give testimony and witness that it was Jesus who healed him.  

· v15 > “The man departed, and told the Jews that it was Jesus, which had made him whole.”  

4)  What was the significance of Jesus asking the man, “Do you want to be made whole?”  


_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > Jesus wanted the man to be sure he was ready for the radical change that healing would bring to his life.  Healing would make this man personally responsible for himself.  Likewise, we must answer this same question when we meet Jesus the “Transformer” of human life.  Do we really want the radical change that comes from a life lived wholly for Jesus?  
· Sermon > There are individuals who, if given the opportunity for healing, might actually choose to remain sick.  Why, because of the benefits they derive from their illness.  

· Sermon > These individuals are often free of some unpleasant responsibilities, and they often receive sympathy by constantly complaining about their sickness.  
5)  What is the reason why John’s Gospel does not call this healing a miracle?  

_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________
· Teaching > Although not called a miracle but a sign, it fits our definition for miracle.  Remember, a miracle requires three elements:  1) a need, 2) an emergency, and 3) an element of faith.  
· Teaching > The first miracle of “turning water to wine” had all three.  At the wedding in Cana, the need was the wine had run out; the emergency was to avoid an immediate public family embarrassment; and the faith of Mother Mary in her son Jesus.  She told the servant to do what Jesus says.  
· John 2:5 > “His mother saith unto the servants, Whatsoever he saith (faith) unto you, do it.”  
· Teaching > The second miracle of “healing the nobleman’s son” had all three.  Somewhere in Cana, the need was to save a terminally ill child; the emergency creates the crisis that the child required an urgent intervention to avoid death; and the faith of the father in Jesus when told to go home for your son lives.  
· John 4:50 > “Jesus saith unto him, Go thy way; thy son lives.  And the man believed (faith) the word that Jesus had spoken unto him, and he went his way.”  
· Teaching > The healing of the impotent man represents the third miracle.  At the Pool of Bethesda, the need was the public demonstration of Jesus’ divine power to heal; the emergency was the healing on the Sabbath knowing it would upset the Jews; and the faith of Jesus to get the impotent man to response faithfully to His words.  
· John 5:8 > “Jesus saith unto him, Rise, (faith) take up thy bed, and walk.”  
BONUS:  The impotent man was lying at the Pool of Bethesda for how long?  What does “Bethesda” mean in the Hebrew language?  


_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > The impotent man was lying at a Pool of Bethesda, near the Sheep Gate, for 38 years. 
· Sermon > The word “Bethesda” means “House of Mercy.”  
· v2 > “Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market a pool, which is called in the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five porches.”  



