“our witness for Jesus”

John 5:30 – 47
This morning, we examine at least three witnesses for Jesus as Messiah and as the Son of the Living God.  ___________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Being a witness means testifying to the authenticity of facts, as they are whether we understand them or not.  Our witness for Jesus must be genuine, factual, and true.  The truth cannot be altered, ignored, dismissed, or faked.  ________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 
· The Bible teaches that Jesus’ claim that Almighty God is His own Father was impossible for the Jews to accept.  For the Jews, God has no equals and Jesus’ claim was blasphemy.  _________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· John’s Gospel confirms that Jesus presents multiple witnesses to the truth of His divine person and His spiritual authority.  ________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The Word of God makes plain that Jesus gives witness of Himself.  That is, Jesus declares that He could do nothing of himself but that His judgment is just because He does the will of the Father and has finished the works of the Father.  ______________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question > “Who are the witnesses of Jesus Christ?”  
1  –  the witness of  john the baptist  [v33-35] 
· The first witness was John the Baptist, whom the religious leaders had interrogated carefully.  He knew who Jesus was and faithfully declared what he knew to the people of Israel.  Jesus mentions John the Baptist in the hope that some might come to The Light and be saved.  ______
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In v35, __________________ is called a “burning and a shining lamp” who acted as a lantern to illuminated the way to Christ.  After all, Jesus is the Light, The Light of the World.  ____________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In fact, at the very end of John the Baptist’s ministry, Jesus pointed the religious leaders back to the witness of the Baptizer, a prophet who testified of Him.  ______________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2  –  the witness of  god the father  [v37-38] 
· In v37, Jesus proclaims, “The Father himself, which has sent me, has borne witness of me.  Ye have neither heard his voice at any time, nor seen his shape.”  ___________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· God the Father added His own unique seal in the life-bringing miracles that Jesus’ enemies had witnessed.  The testimony of His miraculous works served to confirm Jesus’ identity and to verify His divine approval.  _____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The religious leaders could not deny the evidence, but they still would not commit themselves to Jesus or honor Him as Messiah.  ___________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Jesus was not only on a divine timetable, but He also followed a divine agenda.  ______________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  the witness of the scriptures  [v39-47] 
· In v39, Jesus affirms, “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.”  ________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The Jewish people highly revered the written Word of God, particularly the Law that was given through Moses.  Moses heard God’s voice and saw God’s glory, but we have that same voice and glory in the inspired Word of God.  _________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· What the Scriptures do is point individuals to Jesus.  The Scriptures tell of sin and spiritual death.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In v46-47, Jesus asserts, “If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me.  47But if you do not believe what he wrote, how will you believe what I say?”  They both go together.  _____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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