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Relevant Question:  “Who are the witnesses of Jesus Christ?”  

1)   Witness of John the Baptist [v33 - 35]  

2)   Witness of God the Father [v37 - 38]  

3)   Witness of the Scriptures [v39 - 47]  

1)  Why did Jesus require witnesses?  


_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > Jesus required witnesses because He needed to validate His authority to heal on the Sabbath and to authenticate His claim to equality with God.  

· v18 > “Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because he not only had broken the Sabbath, but said also that God was his Father, making himself equal with God.”  
· Sermon > Since the religious leaders doubted the authority of Jesus as Christ, they should have remembered again what John the Baptist testified about Jesus.  In v35, John the Baptist is called a “burning and a shining lamp” who acted as a lantern to illuminate the way to Christ.  After all, Jesus is the Light—The Light of the World.  
· v33 > “Ye sent unto John [the Baptist], and he bare witness unto the truth.”  

· Sermon > God the Father added His own unique seal in the life-bringing miracles that Jesus’ enemies had witnessed.  The testimony of His miraculous works served to confirm Jesus’ identity and to verify His divine approval.  That is, Jesus’ miracles were His credentials.  
· v36 > “But I have greater witness than that of John: for the works which the Father has given me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father has sent me.
· Sermon > The religious leaders should have considered the signs and great work of Jesus, and searched The Scriptures for they pointed to Him as Messiah.  A genuine acceptance of Old Testament Scriptures should have prepared the religious leaders to recognize and respond to Christ.  The Scriptures bear witness to Jesus as Christ, yet the people who received and preserved that Word were blind to their own Messiah.  
· v39 > “Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.”  

2)  How does the Scripture grant eternal life?  Explain your answer.  
· Sermon > First, the Scriptures are completely adequate (2Tim 3:16-17).  Secondly, God has provided all that we need for life and godliness (2Pet 1:3).  Thirdly, we do not need further revelation, we have the faith delivered “once for all” to the saints (Jude 3).  Eternal life is granted by grace through faith.  Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.
· Sermon > The all-sufficiency of the Word of God must be understood in its’ context, for the Word alone does not save.  To be saved we also need faith (John 8:24), blood (Eph 1:7), and water (Eph 5:26).  The “water” is an allusion to baptism where the Scriptures, God’s grace, Christ’s blood and our faith all comes together to provide remission of sins.  
· Acts 2:38 > “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”  

· Sermon > The Word of God is truly all-sufficient to do the work God designed it to do, and to bear fruit in the good heart.  Moreover, we must let the Scriptures lead us to Jesus Christ who is the giver of life: abundant life and everlasting life.  

· v40 > “And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life.”  
3)  What is the aim of the sermon series and the Bible study?  

_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > The aim of this sermon series and our Bible study is getting to know Jesus better.  In order to deepen our appreciation for the Christian journey, we must investigate the life and ministry of Jesus as Lord and examine the passion and sacrifice of Christ as Savior.  




