“enough for everyone”

John 6:1 – 15
This morning, we examine this Gospel’s fourth miracle; the feeding of five thousand men, not counting women and children.  _______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The real miracle is giving whatever we have into the service for the Lord.  _____________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 
· The Bible teaches that one of the most difficult tests of spirituality is how to face and solve problems.  A Problem is a blessing dressed in work clothes.  A Problem is a blessing turn inside out.  Faith can turn it right side out.  _________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The Word of God makes plain that the feeding of the five thousand is the only miracle of Jesus, which is recorded in all four Gospels, besides Jesus’ resurrection.  ________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· John’s Gospel confirms that a great crowd kept following Jesus because they saw the miraculous signs He was performing on those who were sick.  Jesus and His disciples went up into the mountains, in a short time, Jesus saw this great crowd coming towards Him asked Philip > “Where can we buy bread so that these people may eat.”  _______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Relevant Question > “How to ensure there’s enough for everyone?”  
1  –  trust god for the solution  [v6] 
· Finding a way to feed 5000 people would test the faith and wisdom of any leader.  Jesus already knew what He would do.  Jesus has the answer because Jesus is the answer.  ______________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Andrew [Simon Peter’s brother] offers a solution; he found a little boy with two fish and five loaves of bread.  _____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Our mistake is we do our best to solve the problem for Jesus when all the while He has the perfect plan and everything under control.  _________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· We must be taught to look at every circumstance and situation from God’s vantage point.  ______
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  turn your stuff over to god  [v9] 
· What we have may not seem like very much, but it can become more than enough when it is put into the Master’s Hands.  _________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· It was Jesus 1] who blessed the fish and the bread, ]2 who pulled the food from the basket, and ]3 who gave it to the disciples for distribution to the people.  Everything is becomes better in the Hands of the Lord.  _____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· If we do the possible, God will step in and do the impossible.  Still, God will not do for you what you can do for yourself.  __________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  think first of others  [v11] 
· An important step in solving a problem God’s way is to consider and attend to the needs of others before taking care of your own.  That is, think first of others.  _____________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· This miracle is the perfect illustration of Matthew 6:33 > “But seek ye first the Kingdom of God...”  This is good advice for problem solving.  We must be careful not to waste the blessing from the Lord.  ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· There is nothing too hard for God.  Our problem is sin, but God’s answer is Jesus.  ____________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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