“walking with Jesus”

John 6:15 – 21
This morning, we examine this Gospel’s fifth miracle:  Jesus walks on water.  This miracle demonstrates Jesus’ deity by His sovereignty over the laws of nature.  ________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 
· The Bible teaches that in times of trouble, Jesus will come and visit us.  ____________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The Word of God makes plain that after feeding five thousand men, Jesus compels His disciples to get into the boat to depart to the other side, while He dismisses this great crowd.  ___________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· John’s Gospel confirms that in the midst of the storm, Jesus drives away all fears and doubts. 
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Relevant Question > “How to walk with Jesus?”  
1  –  keep praying to jesus  [v15] 
· Our relationship with God has been established through our salvation with Jesus Christ.  As a vital part of our fellowship with Jesus Christ, Jesus taught His disciples and us to pray to our Heavenly Father and to meditate on the Word of God.  _________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
v15b >  “…He departed again into a mountain himself alone.”  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Whenever Jesus would depart to be alone, He would go off to pray to the Father.  _____________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In Mark 6:46 – the writer states that, “When he had sent them away, he departed into a mountain to pray.”  ______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Ebenezer, let us pray without ceasing.  ______________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  follow jesus’ directions  [v16] 
· It is important to our discipleship and stewardship that we faithfully follow the Word of God.  In Mark 6:45 > “And straightway he constrained his disciples to get into the ship, and to go to the other side before unto Bethsaida, while he sent away the people.”  ________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Jesus compels His disciples to get into the boat and to go over to the other side (Bethsaida) while He dismisses the crowds.  ________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· As they got out on the Sea of Galilee, the sun went down and the wind picked up.  ____________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The disciples were headed directly – into it -AND- found themselves making little progress.  Mark 6:48 > “Jesus saw them toiling in rowing; for the wind was contrary unto them…”  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Jesus had seen their dilemma from the mountain where he was praying and went to their rescue.  Here, the narrative states that the disciples were “toiling” or straining at the oars.  _____________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  make room for jesus  [v21] 
· In v19, the writer affirms > “They saw Jesus walking on the sea, and drawing nigh unto the ship: and they were afraid.”  The Son of God, who made the  world, was in control of its’ forces and here Jesus suspends the Law of Gravity.  ____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
When they saw the “figure,” fear gripped their hearts.  _____________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The disciples were terrified to see a figure walking on the water in the mist of the darkness.  They thought it was a ghost.  _________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· This occurred in the “fourth watch” of the night.  That is, between 3 and 6 o’clock in the morning.  
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Look at v20 > “It is I …”  It literally means “I Am”  The same “I AM” that God told Moses to tell Pharaoh when asked > “who shall I say send him?”  In this setting, Jesus is saying He and God is One.  ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The Gospel of John does not mention the incident, but in Matthew 14:28 > “Peter answered Jesus and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water.”  And for a brief moment, Peter too walk upon the water.  When the disciples recognized Jesus, they made room for Him and welcomed Him into the boat.  ______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Notice in v21 > “Then they willingly received him into the ship: and immediately the ship was at the land whither they went.”  In other word, the boat miraculously and instantly [immediately] arrived at its precise destination as soon as Jesus stepped into the boat.  Jesus intervenes into their times of troubles and brings them to safety.  ___________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
There is nothing too hard for God.  Our problem is sin, but God’s answer is Jesus.  ______________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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