“Bread from heaven”
John 6:22 - 59
August 9, 2017

Relevant Question:  “How to obtain the Bread from Heaven?”  

1)   Focus on the Message and not the Meal [v26]  

2)   Believe on Christ for Eternal Life [v47]  

3)   Consuming Jesus Gives Power [v53]  

1)  The purpose of Jesus’ miracles were to  ______________________________ .  


[a]  To instruct the people into the true meaning of the Mosaic Law.  


[b]  To explain to the people the mission and the messages of God.  


[c]  To expose the people to the hypocrisy of the Pharisees.  


[d]  All of the Above.  

Sermon > B = The miracles of Jesus were to explain to the people the mission and the message of God:  Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God, and believing on Him brings eternal life.  Not A = The Mosaic Law was part of the reason why Christ came into the world.  The Mosaic Law exposes sin and it was for sin Christ came.  Remember, Christ came to fulfill the Law, not to destroy it.  
· Sermon > Not C = The hypocrisy of the Pharisees was sin and Jesus’ plan was to expose their sin, and to change their nature.  Thus nullifying D = All of the above.  

Sermon > For example, consider the purpose of the miracles of the Feeding of 5000.  This miracle was used to explain to the people God’s mission of satisfying the believer’s hunger and thirst and God’s message of granting to the believer everlasting life.  


v35 > “And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.”  [mission]  

v47 – 48 > “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me hath everlasting life.  48I am that bread of life.”  [message]  
2)  Which is NOT a true comparison between Jesus Christ and manna?  


[a]  Manna came from heaven at night – Christ came from heaven in our time of darkness.  


[b]  Manna was sweet to the taste – Christ is sweet to those who trust in Him.  


[c]  Manna was ruined by midday – Christ was killed at midday.  


[d]  Manna came as a free gift from God – Christ is a free gift of God.  


[e]  All comparisons are true.  

· Sermon > C = is not a true comparisons between Jesus Christ and manna.  That is, manna was ruined immediately after sunrise, not midday.  Jesus died in mid-afternoon (3:00 pm), not midday (12:00 pm).  

· Exodus 16:21 > “And they gathered it (manna) every morning, every man according to his eating: and when the sun waxed hot, it melted.”  

· Sermon > Moses told the people to gather only what they needed and not to leave any manna until the next morning.  
· Exodus 16:20 > “…Some of them left of it until the morning, and it bred worms, and stank”  

· Sermon > A = Manna was delivered at night.  

· Numbers 11:9 > “And when the dew fell upon the camp in the night, the manna fell upon it.”  
· Sermon > B = Manna was sweet to the taste.  
· Exodus 16:31> “And the house of Israel called the name thereof manna; and it was like coridander seed, white; and the taste of it was like wafers made with honey.”  

· Sermon > D = Manna came as a free gift from God.

· Exodus 16:15 > “And when the children of Israel saw it (manna), they said one to another, it is manna: for they wist not what it was.”  

3)  Faith is the confident expectation and trust that the efficacy of what Jesus accomplished on the Cross of Calvary can and will produce everlasting life in the believer.  [T] or [F]  

· Sermon > TRUE, Jesus’ death on the Cross and resurrection from the dead are the evidence of our “unseen” trust and confidence in His sacrifice, and the substance of “things hoped for” as the reality of our own resurrection from the dead.  

· Sermon > Whosoever believes on Jesus Christ is characterized by a continuing trust and confidence in Him as Lord, Savior, and Redeemer.  That is, our faith and love in God the Father establishes our hope and trust in God the Son.  
· Hebrews 11:1 > “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” 
4)  The discourse “I Am the Bread of Life” is the first of seven in the Gospel of John.  [T] or [F]  

· Sermon > TRUE, Jesus’ first discourse or sermon is “I Am the Bread of Life.”  It was delivered to explain to the people the mission and the messages of God.  Just as Jesus gave the multitude “bread with fish flesh” for substance, so Jesus offer us His “flesh as bread” for eternal life.  
· v47 – 48 > “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me hath everlasting life.  48 I am that bread of life.”  

5)  Explain the eating of Jesus’ flesh and the drinking Jesus’ blood.  

_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


Sermon > Eating Jesus’ flesh and drinking Jesus’ blood is a “figure of speech” and is not about cannibalism and vampirism.  Jesus’ flesh is the “Living Bread” from heaven and Jesus’ blood is the “Living Water” springing up to everlasting life.  Jesus Christ is the “word made flesh.”  Therefore, consuming Jesus is to live forever.  "To live is Christ, todie is gain."

Sermon > Obtaining “Bread from Heaven” is to come to God and to receive Jesus Christ.  Salvation is by accepting, receiving, and consuming Jesus in a powerful way.  Faith in Jesus’ atoning death brings forgiveness of sin, bodily resurrection, and everlasting life.  

· v53 > “Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you.”  



