“bread of heaven”

John 6:22 – 59

This morning, we examine the first of seven discourse or discussions presented by Jesus Christ:  “I Am the Bread of Live.”  ___________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The miracle of the Feeding of 5000, with two fish and five loaves of bread, attracted a great following for Jesus.  Many came to believe in Jesus as the Christ, some even wanted to make Him king.  Just as Jesus gave the multitude Bread for substance so Jesus offers us his Flesh for eternal life.  ___________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 
· The Bible teaches that the multitude was drawn to Jesus by the promise of more food and the prospect of additional healing miracles.  _____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The Word of God makes plain that eating Earthly Bread will sustain life for a short time, and that person will eventually die.  ________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· John’s Gospel confirms that Christ willingly sacrificed His Flesh and Blood to provide eternal life to the world.  ____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question > “How to obtain the Bread from Heaven?”  
1  –  focus on the miracle, not the meal  [v26] 
· Jesus rebukes the Jews for their materialistic motivation and for their lack of spiritual perception.  The Jews preferred physical bread to the spiritual revelation of the divine miracle.  ____________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The Gospel of John is telling us that there are two types of bread:  physical bread that perishes, and heavenly bread, which endures.  Bread is the staple of life and water is required to maintain life.  _________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The way to obtain “Bread from Heaven” is to come and receive it.  Only then can the “Bread of Heaven” give life, sustain life, and bestow eternal life.  __________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
· Jesus contrasts Moses’ manna, which was life sustaining, but not life giving.  _________________

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  believe on christ for eternal life  [v49] 
· The fundamental substance of our salvation is faith.  FAITH is the confident expectation, trust that the efficacy of what Jesus accomplished on the Cross can, and will produce everlasting life.  
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Jesus assures us that every believer has the present and abiding possession of everlasting life.  The bible clearly teaches in Acts 4:12 that, “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.”  _____________

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Jesus must be the primary focus of our labors.  ________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  consuming jesus gives power  [v53] 
· Eating Jesus’ Flesh and drinking Jesus’ Blood is a figure of speech and is not cannibalism.  Like the Samaritan Woman, the Jews took Jesus literally.  The Samaritan Woman thought that since Jesus was “Living Water,” she need never come to the well again.  ________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Jesus is telling us that this Bread is His flesh – His body, which He shall give as a ransom to redeem a lost world.  ____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Salvation is by the sacrificial death of the Lamb of God.  By His death, resurrection power came into the world.  It is the blood, which brings atonement.  _________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· In Leviticus 17:11, it is the blood that makes atonement for sin.  “For the life of the flesh is in the blood.”  That is, Jesus will shed His blood upon the Cross and give His life for lost sinners.  

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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