“to stay or to go”
John 6:60 - 71
August 16, 2017

Relevant Question:  “Will you stay or will you go?”  

1)   Jesus, There is no one who compares to you [v68a]  

2)   Jesus, The words you speak brings eternal life [v68b]  

3)   Jesus, We are sure you are the Son of God [v69]  

1)  How did Jesus’ followers’ response to the “hard saying” found in v53?  

[a]  They turned back and stopped following Jesus.  


[b]  They wanted to make Jesus their king.  


[c]  They embraced Jesus as the Messiah.  


[d]  All of the Above.  

· Sermon > A = The hard saying caused many of the disciples (not the twelve) to turn away and stop walking with Jesus.  

· v53 > “Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you.”  

· v66 > “From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him.”  

· Sermon > Not B = The disciples wanted to make Jesus king before the hard saying that they must “eat of his flesh and drink of his blood.”  Not C = The disciples refusal to accept Jesus as the “Bread of Life” also meant rejection as the Messiah.  Thus nullifying D = All of the above.  

· v67 > “Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away?”  
2)  Why did the disciples abandon Jesus and leave the ministry?  

[a] They wanted the meals and the miracles, without the commitment.  

[b] They wanted the experience of discipleship, but not the expectations.  

[c] They wanted to be identified with Jesus, but not to invest in Jesus.  


[d] All of the Above.  

· Sermon > D = All of the above.  
· Sermon > They abandoned Jesus and left the ministry because what they heard was contrary to their own views.  Moreover, they would not accept the “hard saying” as the Truth come down from God.  They viewed Jesus’ statement, “I am the bread of life” as tough teaching, too tough to swallow.  
· v60b > “This is a hard saying; who can hear it?”  
· Sermon > They were following Jesus to have their needs met: the meals and the miracles.  When they found out that Jesus expected something of them, they were no longer interested in discipleship or His ministry.  Moreover, they were no longer interested in investing in Jesus as The Christ.  
3)  Eternal Life is more than just a place to go or a state of mind to achieve.  [T] or [F]  
· Sermon > TRUE, Eternal life is the “Word of God” lived out through the life of Jesus Christ.  

· v57 > “As the living Father hath sent me, and I live by the Father so he that eateth me even he shall live by me.”  

· v63c > “…The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit and they are life.”  

4)  Peter confessed Jesus as the Son of the Living God because ___________________.  


[a] Peter’s brother Andrew introduced Jesus to him as the Messiah.  


[b] Peter acknowledged that Jesus was the Son of God through the power of the Holy Spirit.  


[c] Peter responded to Jesus’ invitation to walk on the water.  


[d] All of the Above.  


[e] Only B and C.  

· Sermon > D = All of the above.  Each of the statements is factual.  Remember, the Son of God is the Messiah and the Messiah is Jesus the Christ.  
· Sermon > A = Simon Peter was told by his brother that Jesus was the Christ (Messiah).  

· John 1:41 > “He first finds his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have found the Messiah, which is, being interpreted, the Christ.”  
· Sermon > B = Peter confessed that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God.  

Matthew 16:16> “And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  

· Sermon > C = Peter walked on the water after being invited to come and step out of the boat.  
· Matthew 14:28-29 > “And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water.  29And he said, Come.  And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus.”  

5)  Jesus chose the devil to be one of His apostles.  [T] or [F]  

· Sermon > FALSE, Jesus did not choose Satan, Jesus chose Judas Iscariot to be one of His apostles.  Through free will, Judas chose to allow Satan to “use” him to betray Jesus.  

· v71 > “He spake of Judas Iscariot the son of Simon: for he it was that should betray him, being one of the twelve.”  

· Luke 22:3 > “Then entered Satan into Judas surnamed Iscariot, being of the number of the twelve.”  

· John 17:12 > “While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled.”  

· Beyond The Sermon > The Son of Perdition is a name given to Judas (John 17:12) and to the Antichrist (2Thes 2:3).  This is the well-known Hebrew idiom by which a person typically embodying a certain trait or character or destiny is called the son of that thing.  The name therefore represents Judas and the Antichrist as most irrecoverably and completely devoted to eternal death and damnation.  

· Beyond The Sermon > Another school of thought believes that Judas Iscariot was chosen by the Will of God as the “Son of Perdition.”  That is, Judas was “preordained” by God to betray Christ and to position Jesus to be crucified by the religious leaders.  However, God did not predestine Judas to Hell.  In fact, forgiveness was available for Judas, as it was for Peter.  God could have saved Judas—moved his heart to repentance—but Judas chose to commit suicide.  Thus, dooming himself to eternal destruction.  
· 2Thess 2:3 > “Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition.”  

6)  In v69, explain the phrase, “we believe, and are sure.”  


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > “We Believe” – Belief is always first in spiritual matters because faith is the beginning of our spiritual understanding.  Faith is not in knowing, but in believing that we discover spiritual reality.  
· Sermon > “Are Sure” – I know because I believe.  When what we believe is by faith, connected to knowledge, the Holy Spirit seals it in our hearts.  This “faith knowledge” brings about this state of surety and an unquestionable trust that says we are certain and fully convinces of the truth of God as revealed in Jesus Christ.  
· v69 > “And we believe and are sure that thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  
