“to stay or to go”

John 6:60 – 71

This morning, we will examine how Jesus’ followers responsed to the hard saying of His message delivered in Capernaum.  ___________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Throughout our study of the Gospel of John, we see Jesus teachings and performing some incredible miracles:  


•
He turns water into wine.  


•
He heals the nobleman’s son.  


•
He heals the paralytic at the pool Bethesda.  


•
He had fed the hungry multitude on the hillside.  

•
He walked on water to rescue His disciples.  

· As we come to the end of chapter six and the conclusion of Jesus’ ministry in Galilee, we find that Jesus has challenged his followers to make a commitment to ministry and to get off the fence and make a decision.  _______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Jesus knew His audience and was aware that they were grumbling.  Jesus asked what was so offensive to them.  The life Jesus gives must be received by faith.  The words do not work automatically.  From the start, Jesus knew which followers were believers and which ones were unbelievers.  ___________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Their desires to make Him their political king; His demand for personal faith; His teaching on atonement; His stress on salvation as a work of God—all these proved to be unpalatable for many people.  They gave up being Jesus’ disciples.  ________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question > “Will you go or will you stay?”  
1  –  jesus, there is no one  _____________________________________  [v68a] 
“Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go?...”  
· In v67, in response to Jesus question to His disciples, “Will you also go away?,” Peter speaking from his own personal experience with Jesus says, “Lord to whom shall we go?”  _____________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Faced with an essential decision whether “to go or stay,” Peter the spokesman, confesses there is no other way to live out his life other than to follow Jesus.  _______________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The path may be difficult, but he was convinced that Jesus’ words lead to life.  No one else has the gift of eternal life.  Peter was confident of the apostles’ commitment to Jesus as the Holy One of God.  ______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  jesus, the words you speak  ___________________________________  [v68b] 
“… Thou hast the words of eternal life.”  
· The frequent mention of eternal life in the teaching of Jesus had led them to describe his teaching in this way.  Their belief was centered in a conviction that Jesus was someone special, here described as the Holy One of God.  _________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Peter and ten of the disciples (minus Judas) affirmed their faith in Christ.  Their faith came by hearing the Word.”  _____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· They had made their choice.  They accepted these very words of Jesus that had caused the defection as “the words of eternal life.”  ______________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  jesus, we are sure you are the  _________________________________  [v69] 
“And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God.”  
· Peter was confident of the apostles’ commitment to Jesus as Messiah, the Holy One of God.  It suggests Jesus’ transcendence and His representation of the Father, thus another way of confessing Him as Messiah..  _____________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Didn’t I choose the twelve of you, even though one of you is a devil?”  This choice was not election to salvation, but was Jesus’ call to them to serve Him on earth.  ___________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· One of the great privileges of being a Christian is that God allows you and me to decide just how much of Him we want.  We can choose how far we go, how much we do, and we are never forced to receive, accept, or follow Jesus Christ.  ____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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