“Attitude of the doubtful”

John 7:1 – 13

This morning, we examine the attitude of those who doubted Jesus and Jesus’ activities prior to attending the Feast of Tabernacles.  Because of doubt, unbelief, and the hard sayings of Chapter 6, Jesus confined His ministry to Galilee.  That is, Jesus walked no longer in Jewry, which means in Judaea or Jerusalem.  It was there the religious leaders plotted to kill Jesus.  ___________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 
· The Gospel of John makes clear that Jesus is following a divine timetable that His Father has given Him.  ____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The Bible teaches that when it comes to Jesus, there is always disbelief and division.  Here, Jesus’ half-brothers and sisters reject, and ridicule the claim of their older half-brother as Messiah.  _____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The Word of God proclaims that many “so called followers” had turned their backs on Jesus and refused to recognize Him as Messiah.  The Feast of Tabernacle was at hand; it is now autumn or September/October of the year A.D.28. ______________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Relevant Question > “From where does the doubtful attitude come?”  
1  –  from unbelieving brothers  [v3] 
· His brethren are the half-brothers of Jesus, the sons of Mary and Joseph after Jesus’ birth.  At this time, Jesus’ brothers are unbelievers and doubters.  ___________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Jesus’ brothers wanted Him to put on a display of His miracle working powers.  _______________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Having lived under the same roof with Jesus, His brothers had the best opportunity to watch and test Him; yet they were still unbelievers.  Proximity to Jesus, either in a family or as a disciple does not guarantee faith.  ________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Jesus tells His brothers that His time is quite different then their own.  ______________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  from a hateful world  [v7] 
· The evil world system, and all who reject the Word of God and the Son of God, exist under the control of the evil one, Satan himself.  _______________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· An authentic born-again believer who is living a life for God’s glory will experience the hatred and the animosity of the world.  First, the world is hostile to Jesus Christ and secondly, to the Church of Jesus Christ.  ________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Jesus did not say that He would not go to the feast, but that He was not going there publicly with His brothers.  Jesus was totally committed to the Father’s timetable; and therefore would not permit any deviations.  ___________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  from murmuring people  [v12] 
· John tells us that Jesus made a secret entry into the city of Jerusalem.  For the time of His glorification was not “yet” fully come.  _______________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· While Jesus’ enemies were searching for Him, people were debating about His goodness, while others were murmuring against His character.  Some called Him “Good” while others said He was a “Deceiver.”  __________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Jesus’ character was so spotless that when they finally did arrest Him, they had to get false witnesses to speak against Him.  Pilate, Judas, and even a Roman soldier all pronounced Jesus faultless.  _____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




4

