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Relevant Question:  “What is the debate concerning Jesus all about?”  

1)   Is He really the Source of life [v37]  

2)   Is He truly the Christ [v40]  

3)   Is He actually from Bethlehem [v42]  

1)  What does the phrase, “If any man thirst let him come unto me, and drink” mean?  

[a]  Jesus is offering salvation to quench spiritual thirst.  


[b]  Jesus is commemorating the water from the rock during Israel’s years of wandering .  


[c]  Jesus is offering believers the Holy Ghost.  


[d]  All of the Above.  

· Sermon > D = Yes, all of the above.  Each statement is true and declares Jesus as the source of Living Water or eternal salvation.  
· Sermon > A = Yes, Jesus is the source living water that quenches the spiritual thirst of those who believe on Him.  
· v38 > “He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.”  
· Sermon > B = Yes, Jesus is remembering and celebrating the water ritual which commemorates the water poured on the altar of burnt offering as a reminder of how God supplied Israel’s need in the wilderness.  Jesus is following the custom of having the priests bring a vessel of water daily during the feast from the Pool of Siloam.  
· Numbers 20:10-11 > “He and Aaron gathered the assembly together in front of the rock and Moses said to them, "Listen, you rebels, must we bring you water out of this rock?  11Then Moses raised his arm and struck the rock twice with his staff.  Water gushed out, and the community and their livestock drank.”  
· 1Cor 10:4 > “And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ.”  
· Sermon > c = Yes, Jesus is offering the believer the indwelling power and presence of the Holy Spirit which shall be given once Jesus is glorified.  
· v39 > “But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.”  

2)  Man’s inner thirst cannot be satisfied by living water.  [T] or [F]  

· Sermon > falsE, Jesus who is our Living Water can satisfies our inner thirst.  Unsatisfied “inner thirst” often drives people to drink at the mud puddles of sin.  Since we all get thirsty, we all are offered this same invitation to Living Water; everyone needs Living Water.  In fact, rivers of living truth shall flow out of the heart of those who believe on Jesus as Christ.  That is, they will have a continual source of satisfaction, which will provide life continually.  
· Sermon > As Jesus tells the Woman at the Well, Living Water shall satisfy our inner thirst.  The Gospel of John explains this Living Water as the coming gift of the Holy Spirit after Jesus’ resurrection and ascension to heaven.  The Holy Spirit is the agent of baptizing, sealing, and indwelling as part of the work during the Church Age given on the Day of Pentecost.  
· John  4:10 > “Whosoever drink of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.”  
3)  Why were the Jewish people debating over the identity of Jesus?  


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Some saw Jesus as the Prophet mentioned by Moses, but many rejected Jesus as such.  Some saw Jesus as the Christ (Messiah), but other denied that fact.  Even Jesus’ own disciples debated as to who He was (is).  As stated in v41, the real issue was “shall Christ come out of Galilee?”  That is, how can Jesus be the Christ since Jesus was born in Nazareth of Galilee?  Wrong, Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea.  Some in the crowds ignorantly overlooked these facts refusing to believe because of their misunderstanding about Jesus’ birthplace.  

· Sermon > Remember for the Apostle John, the story of Jesus does not begin at Bethlehem, as in Matthew and Luke, but with Jesus’ origin in God (“In the beginning was the Word…”).  
· v42-43 > “Hast not the scripture said, That Christ cometh of the seed of David, and out of the town of Bethlehem, where David was?  43So there was a division among the people because of him.”  
4)  Today, why are people still struggling (debating) over the identity of Jesus?  


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Some people see Jesus just as a great man of history.  Therefore, there is dispute, deliberation, and disagreement concerning Jesus’ authority in their lives.  Each individual must make up his or her own mind about Jesus.  After all, one’s eternal soul and everlasting life depend upon it.  

· v12 > “And there was much murmuring among the people concerning him: for some said, He is a good man: others said, Nay; but he deceives the people.”  
BONUS:  Why wasn’t Jesus arrested at the Feast?  


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > The division and debate about Jesus among the people enabled Him to continue His ministry without interruption or arrest.  Many of the people held a favorable opinion of Jesus even though they did not personally commit themselves to Jesus.  Still others were hostile and would actually have seized him for prosecution or bodily harm, but did not in order to avoid a riot.  Moreover, Jesus’ time for glorification was not yet come.  
· v44 > “And some of them would have taken him; but no man laid hands on him.”  



