“The debate about jesus”

John 7:37 – 44

It is high time that we cease our debate over who Jesus is.  That is, we must make up our own mind about who Jesus is to us.  After all, our eternal soul and everlasting life depend upon it.  ______

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


This morning, let us consider the division and debate of the Jewish people concerning Jesus as Messiah Christ.  ___________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 
· The Bible teaches that on the last day of the Feast of Tabernacles, a Sabbath, there was a water ritual.  Here, the text informs us that Jesus is our fountain of Living Water who promises to quench the thirst of all who believe on Him.  __________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In the Gospel of John, Jesus is identified as both the source and the supplier of our salvation.  The Word of God makes clear that people still struggle over Jesus and His authority over all living.  ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Relevant Question > “What is the debate over Jesus about?”  
1  –  is he really  ________________________________  [v37] 
· Here at the feast, Jesus uses water as an object lesson and opportunity to make a public invitation to the people to accept Him as Living Water.  _________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· That is, Jesus supplies not cisterns of “stagnant water” but rivers of “living water.”  Jesus’ invitation “to come and drink” is an offer of salvation.  __________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Since we all get thirsty, we all are offered this same invitation.  Everybody needs Living Water.  In fact, rivers of Living Truth shall flow out of those who believe on Jesus as Christ.  _____________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· John explains this Living Water as the coming gift of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit is the agent of baptizing, sealing, and indwelling as part of the work during the Church Age given on the Day of Pentecost.  ____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  is he truly  _________________________________  [v40] 
· Some saw Jesus as the “prophet” mentioned by Moses, but many rejected Jesus as such.  Some saw Jesus as the “Messiah – Christ” but other denied that fact.  ___________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Then Jesus asked His disciples, “But who do you say that I am?”  _________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Unfortunately, the minds of many were blinded that they did not all confess Jesus as Messiah - Christ.  _______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  is he actually  ______________________________  [v42] 
· Micah predicted that Jesus would be born in King David’s hometown.  ______________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Remember, for the Apostle John, the story of Jesus does not begin at Bethlehem, as in Matthew and Luke, but with Jesus’ origin in God.  _____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Many of the people held a favorable opinion of Jesus, even though they did not personally commit themselves to Jesus.  Jesus’ enemies had to be careful lest their arrest of Him incite a riot.  ____
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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