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Relevant Question:  “How to avoid stone throwers?”  

1)   Take every Sin to Jesus  

2)   Confess every Fault to Jesus  

3)   Obey every Word of Jesus  

1)  Jesus does not condemn the woman because she has no one to accuser her.  [T] or [F]  

· Sermon > true.  However, the woman is guilty; there is no doubt about that.  Yet, Jesus does not condemn the woman because she was a victim used by the religious leaders.  Unable to arrest Jesus earlier, now the religious leaders hope to destroy His influence with the people by forcing Jesus into a situation in which He would either directly violate the Mosaic Law, or He would insist on enforcing the seldom used unpopular penalty of stoning.  
· Sermon > If Jesus say stone her, His reputation for compassion would be destroyed, losing favor with the common people.  The religious leaders would say Jesus is neglecting the love of God.  
· Sermon > If Jesus does not condemn her, He would be rejecting the authority of the Mosaic Law.  The religious leaders would say Jesus is intentionally neglecting the righteousness of God.  
· v10-11 > “When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, Woman, where are those thine accusers?  Hath no man condemned thee?  11She said, No man, Lord.  And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more.”  

2)  What did Jesus write upon the ground with His finger?  


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > No one knows for sure.  Many have tried to guess what Jesus wrote on the ground.  I like to think that Jesus wrote out the sins of her accusers.  Murderers > “Whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment.”  [Matthew 5:22]  
· Sermon > Adulterers > “Whosoever looks on a woman to lust after her has committed adultery with her already in his heart.”  [Matthew 5:28]  Jesus wrote out their sins that included liars, cheaters, fornicators, idolaters, truce breakers, lasciviousness, witchcraft, haters, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, jealousy, drunkards, and thieves just to name a few.  [cf. Galatians 5:19-21]  
· v6 > “This they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse him.  But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not.”  
3)  Why wasn’t this woman stoned to death?  


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > First, in v7, Jesus provided the crowd with a spiritual challenge, “the man among you without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her.”  In other words, the sinless is free to judge the sinful.  You who are without sin are free to throw a stone at her.  I don’t know about you, but that would have taken me out of the stone-throwing business.  
· v7 > “So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her.”  

· Romans 3:23 > “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.”  
· Sermon > Secondly, Jesus’ words convicted these pious accusers condemned by their own consciences.  That is, each accuser hearing the words of Jesus began to walk away, one at a time.  The older ones left first perhaps they had the wisdom to recognize the sins and faults in their own hearts and lives.  The older you are, the longer you have been a sinner, the stronger the conviction of sin.  
· v9 > “And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one by one, beginning at the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst.”  
· Sermon > The woman who committed adultery did so under the Law of Moses, but our sins are perpetrated under the Grace of Christ.  Aren’t you glad that the Cross of Calvary stands between your sins and the judgment?  



