“stop throwing stones”

John 8:1 – 11

Forgiveness is the by-product of grace and mercy wrapped in love.  God commands us to forgive one another.  _____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


This morning, let us consider the grace and mercy of Jesus as a Loving Savior and Messiah Christ.  Historically, the majority of textual scholars agree that these verses were not part of the original manuscript of the Gospel of John.  ______________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 
· The Bible teaches that we must be quick to forgive and always ready for reconciliation.  ________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The Word of God makes plain that Jesus’ teaching was rudely and crudely interrupted by some of the religious leaders; by the scribes and Pharisees   ____________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· In the Gospel of John, we are told that they brought before Jesus a woman “caught in adultery”  This means either the woman or her missing partner were married, maybe both.  _____________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question > “How to avoid stone throwers?”  
1  –  take every  _________________  to Jesus  
· Being caught in the act of intercourse would seem unlikely.  Moreover, it seems that the religious leaders may have deliberately planned to catch her in the very act.  ________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In v5, the Pharisees were using this question as a trap, as the basis for accusing and discrediting Jesus.  Unable to arrest Jesus earlier, the religious leaders hope to destroy His influence by forcing Him into a situation in which Jesus would either directly violate the Law or He would insist on enforcing a seldom used unpopular penalty.  _______________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· I like to think that Jesus wrote out the sins of the accusers.  Murderers > “Whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause – shall be in danger of the judgment.”  Adulterers > “Whosoever looks on a woman to lust after her has committed adultery with her already in his heart.”  ___________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Again, Jesus stooped down and wrote upon the ground.  Jesus’ words convicted these pious accusers condemned by their own consciences.  ______________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Then Jesus declares, “Then neither do I condemn thee: go and sin no more.”  The woman is guilty; there is no doubt about that.  _________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  confess every  _____________  to jesus  
· In silence, each accuser confessed his own fault before Jesus.  Their confession led to their conviction.  In addition, the woman silently confessed her sin and turns to go home.  __________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
·  Maybe, the Man was confronted about his adulterous lifestyle and was threaten by the religious leaders to be put out of the temple if he did not agreed to help trap Jesus.  __________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  obey every  _________________  of jesus  
· Jesus tells the woman to “go and sin no more.”  Therefore, she goes Home determined to obey Jesus faithfully.  ________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The very people who should have helped her were set to kill her.  Sadly, there are church folk who want to kill you spiritually.  ________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Instead of finding love, support, and forgiveness from her Family, she received criticism, negativism, and antagonism.  _____________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Jesus set the woman free:  Delivered her off death row from dead woman walking to free woman running.  Commuted her death sentence to time served before the angry mob.  Saved her from the stones and stares of the scribes, and Rescued from the rocks and ridicule of the Pharisees.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· As Christians, our participation in sin is worst than this woman who was caught in adultery.  Whether caught or not, our continuation in sin is an open shame before Jesus Christ.  _________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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