“walk into the light”
John 8:12 – 20
October 11, 2017

Relevant Question:  “Why walk in the Light of Jesus?”  

1)   To Avoid The Darkness [v12c]  

2)   To Receive Salvation [v12d]  

3)   To Bear Witness of Jesus [v18]  

1)  One need not be a believer to bear witness or testimony for Jesus Christ.  [T] or [F]  

· Sermon > false.  An individual must receive and believe in order to bear witness of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The unbeliever lives in darkness and will spend eternity in darkness until she or he accepts Christ Jesus.  The purpose of our testimony and witness is to produce faith in Jesus Christ as Savior of the world.  Life is light, and Light is life.  
· v12b > “… He that follows me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.”  
· v14c > “… But ye [Pharisees] cannot tell whence I come, and whither I go.”  

· Sermon > Every believer is called to bear witness of Jesus’ glory and to give testimony to God’s goodness.  Only those who become Jesus’ disciples will walk in His light.  
· Acts 1:8 > “Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”  
2)  What items used during the Feast of Tabernacles prompted Jesus to make the statement, “I am the Light of the World?”  


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > During the Feast of Tabernacles there was the lighting of golden menorahs or candelabras that stood 75 feet in the Court of the Women.  When lit, they illuminated the pathway of those stumbling about in the darkness of Jerusalem.  
· Sermon > Jesus uses this occasion to proclaim that He is “The Light of the World.”  This signified God’s presence as the Pillar of Fire that led Israel at night during the exodus wandering.  
· Sermon > Jesus is “The Light,” not merely a light or another light among so many other lights.  Jesus is the only “Light.”  Jesus is the “True Light” that reproves sin for the whole world.  Jesus is the Light of the World who came not to condemn, but to forgive and to save those who are lost.  
· v12 > “Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.”  
· Exodus 13:21 > “And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day and night.”  
· Typology > The branch of biblical interpretation in which an element found in the OT prefigures ones found in the NT.  The initial one is called the “type” and the fulfillment is designated the “antitype.”  Either type or antitype may be a person, thing, or event, but often the type is messianic and frequently refers to salvation.  

· Sermon > In Chapter 6, Jesus is the “Bread of Life,” the manna that fed Israel during the wilderness wandering.  In Chapter 7, Jesus is that “Living Water” as the water from the rock that quenched Israel’s thirst during their desert wandering.  In Chapter 8, Jesus is “The Light of the World” to signify God’s presence as the Pillar of Fire that led Israel at night during the exodus wandering.  
3)  List those who bore witness of Jesus Christ.  


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > First, God the Father bears witness of Jesus Christ.  Secondly, Jesus bears witness of Himself.  Thirdly, the Holy Spirit also bears witness.  
· v18 > “I am one that bear witness of myself, and the Father that sent me bears witness of me.”  
· 1John 5:7-8 > “For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.  8And there are three that bear witness in earth, the [Holy] Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and these three agree in one.”  

· Sermon > Like John the Baptist, we too are to provide evidence of our salvation through our witness and our testimony of Christ Jesus.  
· John 1:6-7 > “There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  7The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe.”  




