“like father – like son”

John 8:31 – 50

The devil is real; he is our eternal archenemy.  It is important for us to know the tricks of the devil and to confront our immortal enemy every day.  Satan is who he is; deceiving or slandering is what he does.  ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This morning, let us examine the bondage to sin and Satan, and the offer of truth and salvation through Jesus Christ.  ______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 
· The Bible teaches that faith alone saves, but the faith that saves is not alone.  _______________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The Word of God confirms that the person who chooses sin is bound by invisible chains.  The person who sins is not obeying Jesus’ words; that person has no contact with spiritual reality.  
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The Gospel of John makes plain that faith in Christ makes one a child of God, but abiding in the Word of God and knowing the truth [and living it] makes one a true disciple of the Kingdom.  Salvation is a spiritual experience with God the Father and human birth through Father Abraham (or whoever) is no guarantee of redemption.  _________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question > “How are we like our Father?”  
1  –  in the exercise of our  ________________________  
· A true follower and an authentic learner of Christ is a disciple.  A disciple is one who exercises their faith in Jesus as Christ.  That is, faith that saves will also produce labor fit for the Kingdom.  After all, faith without works is dead.  ________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Understanding this message leads to salvific truth that further leads to the liberation from the bondage of sin.  That is, the word of Jesus Christ reveals the truth giving freedom and providing liberty.  _______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· They had been in bondage in Egypt and in Babylon, conquered by Assyria, Persia, and Greece; and now, as they spoke, they were under the rule of Rome.  They were not physically free, and they are not free spiritually.  Jesus is telling them that all unsaved people are not free, but are enslaved to sin.  ________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  in the conduct of our  ________________________  
· Jesus tells the Jews that if Abraham were their father, they would do the works of Abraham.  If they were truly Abraham’s children–-having not just his genes but also his faith–-then they would have shown a lively obedience to God.  ______________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Based upon the conduct of their behavior, Jesus tells the Jews in v44 > “You are from your father the devil, and you choose to do your father’s desires.  He was a murderer from the beginning and does not stand in the truth; because there is no truth in him.  When he lies, he speaks according to his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.”  _________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Satan is opposed to truth, all truth, especially to the great system of truth brought to light by Jesus Christ.  Remember, the Jews Jesus called the “children of the devil” were not grossly immoral people, they were self-righteous religious people who rejected Christ.  _____________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Today, many people are duped by Satan into an outward form of godliness that lacks the power of the Gospel.  These people think they are truly saved and going to heaven.  Instead of having a spiritual character formed under divine influence, these Jews had one formed under a diabolical influence.  ____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Instead of being formed in God’s likeness or in the likeness of Abraham his friend, they resembled the grand enemy of God and Man.  _________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3  –  in the truth of our  ___________________________  
· Their words were full of ridicules, lies, and deceit instead of truth.  The Jews accuse Jesus of being a demon-possessed Samaritan.  ______________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Jesus challenges their racial prejudice and spiritual complacency.  Jesus doesn’t want people who are merely moral supporters or well-wishers.  Jesus wants those whose lives are being changed by God’s truth.  _________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In Jesus, we are most like God the Father.  Many Jews believed on Christ after His death and resurrection realizing that the One whom they previously rejected is truly Christ.  _____________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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