“jesus is the great i am”
John 8:51 – 59
November 8, 2017

Relevant Question:  “Who is Jesus?”  

1)   Giver of Eternal Life [v51]  

2)   Greater Than Abraham [v53]  

3)   Goodness Like God [v58]  

1)  Jesus statement that those who “keep” His saying will never see death is in reference to which of the following:  

[a]  They will not die physically.  


[b]  They will not die spiritually.  


[c]  They will not be cast into the Lake of Fire.  


[d]  All of the above.  

· Sermon > C = YES, they will not die as being eternally separated from God in the Lake of Fire.  That is, their souls and their “born again” (or regenerated) spirits will be granted eternal life to live with God forever.  Jesus declares that a person who obeys Him will never see or taste this eternal death (separation).  
· v51 > “Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keeps my saying, he shall never see death.”  
· Sermon > A = NO, the disobedience of Adam and the subsequent judgment (curse) of Adam caused death or separation from the physical body.  Thus, every human being will return to the dust from which taken.  
· Gen. 3:19 > “In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.” 

· Job 14:1 > “Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and full of trouble.” 

· Hebrews 9:27 > “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.”  
· Sermon > B = NO, humanity is born died in trespasses and sin.  That is, unbelievers are already dead (separated from God) and currently under the eternal threat of divine punishment because of their unbelief.  
· Psalms 51:5 > “Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.”  
· Sermon > D = NO, thus nullifying the “all of the above.”  
2)  Abraham met Jesus in the Old Testament.  [T] or [F]  

· Sermon > TRUE, Abraham glimpsed Jesus’ redemptive work when he offered Isaac on the altar.  Abraham specifically saw the beginning of God fulfilling the promised covenant in the continuing seed of Isaac, which culminated in Jesus Christ.  In Jesus Christ, God reveals His heart, love, plan, and purpose.  The essence of God’s righteousness is deeply rooted in His love, grace, and mercy for humanity.  
· v56 > “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad.”  
3)  There is a middle ground between belief and unbelief concerning Jesus Christ.  [T] or [F]  

· Sermon > falsE, the Gospel of John makes plain that we must either accept or reject Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  The truth of the matter, there is no middle ground when it comes to Jesus Christ.  

· Sermon > When the glorious light of God’s Word shines on the hearts of unbelieving men and women, they will either accept it and be saved or reject it and continue to be lost (free will).  
· v55 > “Though you do not know him.  But I know him; if I would say that I do not know him, I would be a liar like you.  But I do know him and I keep his word.”  [nrsv]  
4)  Explain Jesus’ claim to be “The Great I Am.”  
· Sermon > Jesus makes claim to be co-equal with God because He was good like God.  By invoking “I Am,” Jesus asserts to be Jehovah God.  That is, Jesus declares Himself YHWH (Yahweh).  
· v48 > “Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, before Abraham was, I am.”  
· Sermon > It was at the “Burning Bush” where God declared to Moses to be the eternally pre-existent God who would revealed Himself in the Old Testament to the Jewish people.  Here, Jesus claims to be God, to be Deity in His being and essence.  
· Exodus 3:14 > “And God said unto Moses, I Am That I Am: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I Am hath sent me unto you.”  
5)  The Jewish leaders wanted to stone Jesus for which of the following reason(s):  

[a]  Turning water into wine.


[c]  Blasphemy  


[b]  Cleansing the temple.



[d]  All of the above  

· Sermon > C = Blasphemy.  The Jewish leaders finally have the charge against Jesus they had been looking for.  For the unbelieving Jew, anyone who falsely claims to be God was a blasphemer and should be stoned.  The Jews could think of no other punishment but stoning for anyone claiming pre-existence to Abraham and co-equality with God.  
· v59 > “Then took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple, going through the midst of them, and so passed by.”  
· BTS > A = NO, although turning water into wine was Jesus’ first miracle, it was not the reason the Jewish leaders sought to stone or kill Jesus.  

· BTS > B = NO, although cleansing the temple infuriated the Jewish leaders, it was not the reason that drove them to take up stones to kill Jesus.  
· BTS > D = NO, thus nullifying the “all of the above.”  



