“Jesus is the great i am”

John 8:51 – 59

God has made Himself known – in the person of Jesus Christ.  In Jesus Christ, God reveals His heart, love, plan, and purpose.  Jesus has shown us the true nature of God’s principles and goodness.  The essence of God’s righteousness is deeply rooted in love, grace, and mercy.  ______
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This morning, let us examine the Word and Work of Jesus, and the Power and Person of Christ.  
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 
· The Bible teaches that Jesus is co-equal with God and together they share the same title of “The Great I Am.”  __________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The Word of God confirms that God honors His Son, but now self-righteous men dishonor Him.  They dishonored Jesus verbally by calling Him a Samaritan, and by accusing Him of having a devil.  ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The Gospel of John makes plain that we must either accept or reject Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question > “Who is Jesus?”  
1  –  ____________________________  of eternal life [v51]  
· This “keeping” is more than “abiding” in the word of God.  The notion of “keeping” is in hearing, holding, fulfilling, and obeying.  ____________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· This verse should be understood in the sense of not experiencing the terrors of death.  _________

· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Jesus’ assertion that anyone who keeps His word will never die prompted the Jews to offer a reply that once again revealed their thinking on strictly a literal and earthly level.  __________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  ____________________________  than abraham [v53]  

· These unbelieving Jews were not Abraham’s descendants spiritually.  But here, when Jesus referred to your father Abraham, He meant they were physically related to him.  ______________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· God shared many secrets with His friend Abraham because of Abraham’s faith and obedience.  When the glorious light of God’s Word shines on hearts, men and women must either accept it and be saved or reject it and be lost.  _______________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Jesus affirms His superiority over the prophets and Abraham.  These unbelieving Jews objected that Jesus so young (not yet 50 years old) could have seen Abraham.  _____________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3  –  ____________________________  like god [v58]  

· Once again, Jesus makes claim to be co-equal with God.  Jesus asserts to be Jehovah God when He says, “I AM.”  That is, Jesus declares Himself Yahweh, the Lord of the Old Testament.  _____
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· For the unbelieving Jew, anyone who falsely claims to be God was a blasphemer and should be stoned.  The Jewish leaders finally have the charge against Jesus they had been looking for:  blasphemy.  ___________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· No doubt, Jesus’ escape was by miraculous and supernatural means.  Jesus repeatedly escaped arrest and death because, once again, His hour had not yet come.  ________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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