“to god be the glory”
John 9:1 – 12
November 15, 2017

Relevant Question:  “What defines the glory of God?”  

1)   The Man  [v1]  

2)   The Mud  [v6]  

3)   The Miracle  [v7]  

1)  What did the Jews believe about sickness, infirmity, disability, and disaster?  


[a]  They were caused by the sins of the person.  


[b]  They were caused by the sins of the parents.  


[c]  They were caused by the sins of the nation’s leader.  


[d]  All of the above.  

· Sermon > d = YES, all of the above.  The Jews believed that sicknesses, infirmities, disabilities, and disasters could be caused by the sins of the person, the parents, and even the Nation’s leader(s).  The disciples wanted to know why was this man born blind (congenital blindness).  
· v2 > “And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he was born blind.”  
· Sermon > A = yes, the Jews believed that a person’s sins could cause his or her own sickness or disability.  The Jews believed that suffering was directly caused by sin, thereby accounting for this man’s birth defect; a punishment from God for the future sins he would commit.  The good news concerning this story is that Jesus immediately clears this up for us by saying that this blindness had nothing to do with some sin in this man’s life or his parent’s.  
· v3 > “Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be made manifest in him.”  
· Sermon > B = yes, the Jews believed that the parent’s sins could cause sickness and disabilities in their children.  The Jews believed that suffering was directly caused by sin, thereby accounting for this man’s blindness; that it was a punishment from God for ancestral sins.  
· Exodus 34:7 > “Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children's children, unto the third and to the fourth generation.”  
· Ezekiel 18:2, 19 > “What mean ye, that ye use this proverb concerning the land of Israel, saying, The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge?  19Yet say ye, Why?  Doth not the son bear the iniquity of the father?  When the son hath done that which is lawful and right, and hath kept all my statutes, and hath done them, he shall surely live.”  
· Galatians 6:7 > “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.”  

· Sermon > C = yes, the Jews also believed that the sins of the nation’s leader (king) could cause sickness and destruction among the people.  Thus, all of these beliefs validate the “all of the above.” 
· 1Chro. 21:17 > “And David said unto God, Is it not I that commanded the people to be numbered?  Even I it is that have sinned and done evil indeed; but as for these sheep, what have they done?  Let thine hand, I pray thee, O Lord my God, be on me, and on my father's house; but not on thy people, that they should be plagued.” 

2)  What was Jesus’ purpose for using the mud / clay?  
· Sermon > Jesus used the mud as an aid to develop and to strengthen the blind man’s faith.  The man’s journey to the Pool of Siloam was a way of showing his obedience to the words of Jesus Christ.  That is, the man’s obedience brought him restoration of sight.  
· v7 > “And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, (which is by interpretation, Sent.)  He went his way therefore, and washed, and came seeing.”  
· Bts > There is no question that we believe that “there is power in the blood of Jesus.”  
· BTS > Surely, the DNA that is in the blood of Jesus Christ is also in the saliva of Jesus Christ.  Jesus (The Sent One) sent the mud covered Man to the Pool of Sent (or Siloam) to fully complete the Miracle of bring glory to God.  
· bts > The making of the mud (clay) broke the Jewish law against digging in the dirt on the Sabbath.  Like the impotent man at the Pool of Bethesda (Ch 5), Jesus had again chosen a Sabbath day and the Pharisees were outraged that Jesus insisted on working on the day of rest.  
3)  What are the elements of a miracle?  
· Sermon > A miracle requires three elements.  

· First > A need:  a significant situation, critical crisis, or desperate problem can put us on the periphery for a miracle.  

· Second > An emergency:  when that need is needed right now; later is too late.  

· Third > A faith in Christ:  being in a right relationship with God, divinely committed to God, and spiritually obedient to the will and words of Jesus Christ.  

· Sermon > In Jerusalem following the Feast of Tabernacles, Jesus and His disciples passes a man which was blind from birth.  The NEED was the restoring of sight to the man born blind.  The EMERGENCY was the bringing of glory to God immediately among those unbelievers.  The FAITH was the obeying of the man to go and wash in the Pool of Siloam.  
· Sermon > This man’s blindness was not caused by some specific sin.  Rather, this man’s impediment existed so that the works of God could be made manifest in him, so that the power and the glory of God might be demonstrated in the midst of overwhelming tragedy.  
4)  What is our “working definition” of a miracle?  

· Sermon > A miracle is God’s supernatural intervention into man’s circumstances in order to achieve a divine outcome.  

· BTS > A theological definition:  special interventions by God on behalf of his people closely associated with the creative and salvific deeds of God.  A miracle is (1) an extraordinary event manifesting divine intervention in human affairs, or (2) an extremely outstanding or unusual event, thing, or accomplishment.  

5)  What did Jesus mean when He said, “As long as I am in the world, I am the Light of the world”?  

· Sermon > As long as it is day, Jesus has the power to illuminate the world and to provide salvation to the lost.  The coming night refers to Jesus’ coming death and darkness and His finished works on the cross of Calvary.  
· Sermon > Before the blind can see, they must have their sight restored, and the Light of Jesus must be received.  After all, the Light of the world is emanating from Jesus.  Jesus demonstrates His able to restore sight to those who are not only physically blind, but to those who are also spiritually blind (Jewish leaders).  
· v4 > “I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work.  5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”  
· BTS > The fact that Jesus is the Light lead Him to remind His disciples that He is the true source of eyesight as well as of the conditions of vision.  Jesus saying, as long as I am in the world means teaching men inwardly by His Spirit, and outwardly by His preaching what is the will of God; and showing them by His example how to perform it.  Jesus is Light enough for all the world.  The Light of Jesus shines into the darkness, but the darkness cannot comprehend or extinguish it.  
· Bonus > Explain your thoughts on the quotation: “Hearing a hundred times is not as good as seeing once.”  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· BTS > As great as hearing sounds might be, the power of sight and vision are greater.  Therefore, a picture is worth a thousand words.  



