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Relevant Question:  “How amazing is Grace?”  

1)   Grace gives JOY to witness for the Lord  [v13]  

2)   Grace grants SIGHT to see Christ  [v25]  

3)   Grace supplies POWER to stand up for Jesus  [v30]  

1)  Why did Jesus heal the man on the Sabbath?  


[a]  Jesus and his disciples just happens to be passing through Jerusalem on that day.  


[b]  Jesus chose that day to manifest the works (glory) of God.  


[c]  Jesus planned this miracle for that day to expose the hypocrisy of the Pharisees.  


[d]  B + C  


[e]  All of the above.  

· Sermon > E = YES, all of the above.  Each of the answers lend clarity to the truth that Jesus healed the blind man on the Sabbath as a grand part of God’s overall manifestation of His glory.  After all, Jesus is “The Light of the World.”  Therefore, validating the “all of the above” choice.  
· Sermon > A = yes, Although Jesus never did anything just by happenstance, here Jesus is on assignment.  This “right born-blind man” was in the “right place” (Jerusalem) at the “right time” (Sabbath) as Jesus and his disciples passed by.  
· v1 > “And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind from his birth.”  
· Sermon > B = yes, like the healing of the impotent man in Ch5, Jesus once again chose the Sabbath to heal the man born blind and to reveal the works (glory) of God.  
· v14 > “And it was the Sabbath day when Jesus made the clay, and opened his eyes.”  
· Sermon > C = yes, Jesus planned this “sight restoring” miracle for the Sabbath to expose the hypocrisy of the Pharisees.  That is, one of the authenticating signs of the Messiah would be restoring sight to the blind.  The Pharisees would have to deny this miraculous healing and reject Jesus or confirm the miracle as authentic and accept Jesus as the Son of God.  In their rejection of Jesus, the Pharisees proved to be hypocrites.  
· Sermon > To the Pharisees, the legalistic keeping of the Sabbath was more important to them than the stunning miracle Jesus had performed.  
· v16 > “Therefore said some of the Pharisees, This man is not of God, because he keepeth not the Sabbath day.  Others said, How can a man that is a sinner do such miracles?  And there was a division among them.”  
2)  What is the acrostic for the word “GRACE?”  
· Sermon > The word “grace” spells out:  God’s Redemption At Christ’s Expense.  
· Sermon > Love is the mother of twin daughters: Grace and Mercy.  
· Sermon > Mercy is the Old Testament dispensation of “not getting what was deserved.”  Lord, have mercy on us.  That is, do not give the punishment so justly deserved.  
· Sermon > Grace is the New Testament dispensation of “getting what was not deserved.”  Lord, we thank you for your grace and blessings.  That is; receiving God’s unmerited favor.  
· Eph 2:8-9 > “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.  9Not of works, lest any man should boast.”  
3)  Why did the neighbors of the once blind man take him to the Pharisees?  
· Sermon > According to Jewish law, when someone was cured of a disease that person was to have his cure certified and verified by the local priest.  
· Sermon > The man’s neighbors took him to the Pharisees so that they might examine him and certify that his cure was authentic.  That is, that the man was actually healed of blindness.  

· v13 > “They brought to the Pharisees him that aforetime was blind.”  

· Sermon > This encounter created an immediate dilemma for the Pharisees.  How can they certify this man as being cured and continue to reject Jesus who had cured the man.  

· v25 > “He answered and said, Whether he be a sinner or no, I know not: one thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see.”  
4)  Why was the once blind man “cast out” of the temple?  


[a]  He had washed in the Pool of Siloam on the Sabbath.  


[b]  He had confessed Jesus as someone sent from God, i.e., a prophet.  


[c]  He had been found old enough to answer questions for himself.  


[d]  He had chastised the Pharisees for calling Jesus a sinner.  


[e]  All of the above.  

· Sermon > B = Yes.  The man was cast out of the temple or excommunicated for confessing Jesus as someone sent from God, such as a prophet.  Here was undeniable proof that this was a legitimate miracle, but the undeniable truth of this miracle did not sway the Pharisees.  
· v17 > “They say unto the blind man again, What sayest thou of him, that he hath opened thine eyes?  He said, He is a prophet.”  

· Sermon > Expulsion from the synagogue, whether permanently or for a shorter period, would involve forfeiture of social and business relations, including religious privileges, excommunications was a penalty to be dreaded by any Jew.  

· Sermon > A = No.  The man was not excommunicated because he washed in the Pool of Siloam on the Sabbath.  Judaism permitted worship and cleansing on the Sabbath.  
· v7 >  “And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, (which is by interpretation, Sent.)  He went his way therefore, and washed, and came seeing.”  

· Sermon > C = No.  The man was not excommunicated because he was old enough (of age) to answer the Pharisees’ questions for himself.  That is, being young or old does not equate or correlate to being put out of the temple or synagogue.  

· v21 > “But by what means he now seeth, we know not; or who hath opened his eyes, we know not: he is of age; ask him: he shall speak for himself.” 
· v22 >  “These words spake his parents, because they feared the Jews: for the Jews had agreed already, that if any man did confess that he was Christ, he should be put out of the synagogue.”  

· Sermon > D = No.  The man was not excommunicated because he chastised the Pharisees concerning the miracle worked by Jesus in the restoration of his sight.  The man marveled at the way the Pharisees seemed to ignore the overwhelming evidence of Jesus’ claim of Messiah right before their very eyes.  True, the man did tell them some historical facts that they seemed to have forgotten.  
· v30 > “The man answered and said unto them, Why herein is a marvelous thing, that ye know not from whence he is, and yet he hath opened mine eyes.”  
· v32-33 > “Since the world began was it not heard that any man opened the eyes of one that was born blind.  33If this man were not of God, he could do nothing.”  
· Sermon > E = No.  That is, not all of the answers are accurate; thus nullifying the “all of the above” choice.  



