“amazing grace”

John 9:13 – 34

The most radical change that can come upon anyone is the change created by the New Birth.  When a person comes to Christ, the Bible says, “…Old things are passed away; behold, all things become new” (2Cor 5:17); that experience is called Salvation.  Salvation happens to different people in different ways.  _________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

It can happen in a thousand different ways.  The important thing is that you know that it has happened.  ______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 
· The Bible teaches that one of the authenticating signs of the Messiah is that He would restore sight to the blind.  Jesus knew that giving sight to the Blind Beggar would be one of the signs which would validate His claim as the Son of God.  ____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The Word of God confirms that according to Jewish law when someone was cured of a disease that person was to have the cure certified by the local priest.  _______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question > “How amazing is grace?”  
1  –  grace grants  __________________  to witness  [v13]  
· The miracle caused a debate among the religious leaders.  The Pharisees wanted to know how this Man received his sight.  _______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The Pharisees argued that a person who would work on the Sabbath could not possibly be from God.  To the Pharisees, the legalistic keeping of the Sabbath was more important to them than the stunning miracle that had just happened.  _________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· They sought to remove themselves from the spotlight and thus the threats of the Pharisees by telling them their son was old enough to answer for himself.  _____________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  grace gives  ___________________  to see christ  [v25]  

· Note that, the Pharisees are calling Jesus a sinner because He chose to perform this healing miracle on the Sabbath.  In their spiritual blindness, the Pharisees were worse than this Man’s was.  _________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In v25, here the Man takes a definite position against the naysayers for Jesus.  Remember, the Man has yet to see Jesus with his own “new” eyes.  ____________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Like this Man, we too have to give an account as to what we think of Jesus Christ.  ____________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3  –  grace supplies  ___________________  to stand  [v30]  

· This is an amazing thing that you (Pharisees) do not know from where Jesus comes; and yet He has opened my eyes.  Here, was undeniable proof that this was a legitimate miracle, but the undeniable truth this was a miracle did not sway these Pharisees.  ________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· It is up to the Holy Spirit to bring individuals to Christ, to convince and to convert.  Like this Man, we too will not be intimidated for standing up and making known Jesus Christ.  _______________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The Pharisees cast this Man out or excommunicated him from worshipping in the temple.  Expulsion from the synagogue, whether permanently or for a shorter period, would involve forfeiture of social and business relations, including religious privileges, was a penalty to be dreaded by any Jew.  ____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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