“The light of the lord”

John 9:35 – 41

The heathen is lost because he or she lives in darkness and staggers about in spiritual blindness.  In fact, sinners love the darkness rather than Light because their deeds are evil.  In our defense, God commanded the Light to shine out of darkness and to shine in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  _________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This morning, we will examine Jesus’ discourse on spiritual blindness, and His ongoing altercation with the religious leaders.  ___________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 
· The Bible teaches that those who acknowledge their lostness and darkness, and by faith seek the spiritual Light of Jesus Christ will not be condemned with the world.  __________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The Word of God confirms that the once blind man had received both physical and spiritual sight.  Yet, the Pharisees possessed natural sight and thought they possessed spiritual sight but their negative reaction to Jesus showed that they were in fact blind.  ______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The Gospel of John declares that Jesus clearly claims to be the Son of God.  ________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question > “What is the reason for the Light of the Lord?”  
1  –  that those who  __________________________________________  [v35]  
· Spiritual sight will be given to all those who sincerely ask.  The Pharisees were upstaged by the once blind beggar and, in return, the Pharisees could only insult him.  ______________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The Pharisees reasoned that his blindness must have been due to some specific sin.  Let us remember, everyone is born with a sinful nature but a baby can hardly commit numerous acts of sin moments after it is born.  ______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Look at v35, Jesus takes the initiative again and finds the once blind man.  How wonderful it is that Jesus again comes to the man.  ___________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In v37, Jesus tells him that, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.”  Jesus gives the once blind man the necessary knowledge for faith.  _____________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The now seeing beggar declares that he believes on Jesus and then initiates the praise and worship of Jesus.  That is, confession and repentance includes both believing and worshiping.  __
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Through faith, the man is able to recognize Jesus as “The Light of the World.”  The Light of the Lord is to bring sight so that the blind might see.  ______________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  that those who  __________________________________________  [v39]  

· The “judgment” spoken of in v39 is not a contradiction of an earlier verse found in John 3:17, “For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.”  ______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The Pharisees had physical eyes and physical sight but they were blind spiritual.  If we admit to our blindness and come to Christ, The Light of the World, Christ Jesus will give us spiritual insight.  _______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In v39, Jesus warns some of the religious leaders that their guilt remains upon them because they claim to have sight and vision.  Their self-trust and pride blinds them to the wondrous works of Jesus Christ.  __________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· In v40, when some of these listening Pharisees sarcastically asked Jesus if He considered them also to be blind, Jesus stated the paradox that permeates this story.  In their arrogance, these Pharisees continue to resist and reject Jesus up to the end.  _____________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In v41, Jesus pronounces a verdict on some of these ungodly and unrighteous Pharisees for failing to possess spiritual perception.  Sin continuously deceives people so that they live in falsehood.  ____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· These Pharisees who boasted of their spiritual discernment but who, in fact loved darkness rather than Light and who abode in darkness until their spiritual vision was relegated to blindness.  ____

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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