“faith in the divine door”
John 10:1 – 10

December 6, 2017

Relevant Question:  “What is the purpose of the divine door?”  

1)   It exposes the thief and robber  [v1]  

2)   It reveals the true shepherd  [v2]  

3)   It protects the sheep  [v9]  

1)  What is meant by King David’s statement, “The Lord is my shepherd?”

· Sermon > King David states that the relationship between the shepherd and his sheep illustrates the intimate relationship between God and His people.  
· Sermon > Jesus Christ is often referred to as the Great Shepherd of the sheep who has come to seek, to heal, and to save.  As the “sheep” of Jesus Christ, we hear and follow His voice.  
· Hebrew 13:20 > “Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant.”  
2)  The sheepfold is guarded at night by a porter or a watchman to prevent thieves and beasts of prey from entering.  [T] or [F]  

· Sermon > TRUE.  The porter or watchman would watch over the sheep (within the sheepfold) at night while the shepherd slept.  In the morning, the porter would allow the “True Shepherd” to enter.  The sheep pay attention to the true shepherd’s voice; he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out of the sheepfold.  

· v2-3 > “But he that enters in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep  3To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out.”  
· Sermon > The shepherd of the sheep comes into the sheepfold by the door and calls his own sheep by name.  Evidently, shepherds in Jesus’ day often had pet names for their sheep.  The communion was so intimate that the shepherd knew if one of his sheep was missing.  As the sheep of Jesus Christ, The True Shepherd, we hear and respond to His voice.  

4)  Explain how Jesus is the “Divine Door.”  

· Sermon > The True Shepherd would actually lie down across the entrance of the enclosure (sheepfold) and functions as the Door or Gate.  The spiritual meaning is that Jesus is the only “Door” by which people can enter into God’s provision for them.  Theologically, Jesus is the Divine Door – our spiritual entranceway into salvation.  

· Sermon > Those who enter through Jesus are saved, transformed, and set free.  The purpose of the Divine Door is to provide safety and protection for the sheep.  

3)  Jesus presents a “classic” parable concerning the relationship between the sheep and the shepherd.  [T] or [F]  

· Sermon > falsE.  Here, Jesus presents an allegory and not a parable; although they both are “figures of speech.”  An allegory is a representation of an abstract or spiritual meaning through the use of concrete or material forms.  It is the figurative treatment of one subject under the guise of another. 
· BTS > That is, using a concrete (physical) item to represent an abstract (hidden) action or condition.  As a door is an entranceway to the sheepfold, so is Jesus as entranceway to salvation.  An allegory is a story, poem, or picture which can be interpreted to reveal a hidden meaning.  

· BTS > A parable is a short, simple story designed to communicate a spiritual truth, religious principle, or moral lesson; a figure of speech in which truth is illustrated by a comparison or example drawn from everyday experiences.  

· BTS > That is, a parable is an earthly [physical] story with a heavenly [spiritual] meaning. 

5)  What does the phrase, “verily, verily” mean?   


[a]  Very Truly.  


[b]  Truly, amen.  


[c]  Truly, truly.  


[d]  Of a solemn truth.  


[e]  All of the above.  

· Sermon > e = Yes.  The phrase “verily, verily, has been interpreted to mean all of the above statements.  Jesus is declaring that what I am about to tell you is the absolute divine truth.  

· BTS > Amen is a Hebrew word meaning “so it is” or “let it be,” derived from a verb meaning, “to be firm or sure.”  It is used to express solemn ratification (as of an expression of faith), or hearty approval (as of an assertion).  
· v1 > “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that enters not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbs up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber.”  

BONUS)  Satan is our eternal thief and robber, and he has come to do what?  


To steal our  __________________ 


To kill our  ____________________ 


To destroy our  ________________ 

· Sermon > Satan has a threefold plan of attack against the “sheep” of Jesus Christ.  Satan comes to steal our joy, to kill our faith, and to destroy our witness.  
· v10a > “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy…”  
· Sermon > Jesus fights Satan for us by giving us Abundant Life.  It is an abundance beyond immediate possible use; abundance more even than can be possibly used.  



