“faith in the divine door”

John 10:1 – 10

The Seven “I Am” of Christ.  1] I Am The Bread Of Life (Ch6)  2] The Light Of The World (Ch8)  3] The Door (Ch10)  4] The Good Shepherd (Ch10)  5] The Resurrection And Life (Ch 11)  6] The Way, The Truth And The Life (Ch14)  7] The True Vine (Ch15).  


It’s Jesus (The Divine Door) that leads us to repentance and redemption.  __________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This morning, we continue to examine the ministry and messages, as well as, the plan and purpose of Jesus Christ.  ____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 
· The Bible teaches that the relationship between a shepherd and his sheep was often used to illustrate the intimate relationship between God and His people.  _____________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The Word of God confirms that the Pharisees were actually spiritually blind leaders who claimed to have spiritual insight and discernment.  In their blindness, the Pharisees could not see Jesus as Messiah who is Israel’s True Shepherd.  ________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Here, in Ch10 of John’s Gospel, Jesus is seen as the True Shepherd, The Great Shepherd of the Sheep, who has come to seek, to heal, and to save.  ______________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question > “What is the purpose of the divine doorway?”  
1  –  it exposes the  _______________________________________  [v1]  
· The sheepfold is an enclosure with stonewalls that confines and protects the sheep.  The sheepfold is guarded at night by a porter or a gatekeeper to prevent thieves and beasts of prey from entering.  ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Anyone who would climb the wall would do so for nefarious intentions.  That is, thieves and robbers only intention is to steal, kill, and destroy _________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The False Shepherd is a thief who cares only about feeding himself, not building up the flock.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The prophet Ezekiel once criticized the leaders of Israel as Corrupt Shepherds.  ______________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  it reveals the  _______________________________________  [v2]  

· The right way to enter the sheepfold is by entering through the gate or door.  _________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Evidently, shepherds in Jesus’ day often had pet names for their sheep; a custom referred to in verse three.  The communion is so intimate that the shepherd knows if one of his sheep is missing.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
STORY > In the Mideast, a western tourist watched as two large flock of sheep came together to drink at a large watering pool.  _______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The True Shepherd leads the sheep out of the sheepfold out by the still waters and into green pastures with his sheep following him.  _________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  it protects the  ______________________________________  [v9]  

· Here again, Jesus uses the imagery of the sheepfold.  This one is a makeshift enclosure that is very close to a nearby pasture.  The True Shepherd would actually lie down across the entrance of the enclosure and functions as the Door or Gate.  ________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Theologically, Jesus, The Divine Door is our spiritual entrance into salvation.  ________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Christ gives Life, not constricted by thieves or robbers, but life eternal and overflowing.  Jesus is the source of Abundant Life:  abundance beyond immediate possible use, more even than can be possibly used.  ____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Aren’t you glad, you have faithfully entered the Kingdom through The Divine Door of Jesus Christ? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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