“the good shepherd”
John 10:11 – 21

December 13, 2017

Relevant Question:  “What does the good shepherd do?”  

1)   He dies for His sheep  [v11-13]  

2)   He knows His sheep  [v14-15]  

3)   He gathers His sheep  [v16-18]  

1)  The hireling defends the sheep because he is paid to do so.  [T] or [F]  

· Sermon > falsE.  When the hireling sees the wolf coming, he runs away and abandons the sheep.  Although the hireling will watch over the sheep, he does so only because he is paid to do so.  No amount of money will cause him to face the danger.  The hireling will not lay down his life for the sheep.  
· v12-13 > “But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, sees the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep, and flees: and the wolf catches them, and scatters the sheep.  13The hireling flees, because he is an hireling, and cares not for the sheep.”  
· Sermon > The hireling is like a false shepherd who does not have the same commitment as the Good Shepherd.  The hireling merely serves for wages.  

2)  When Jesus said, “My sheep know me,” He was saying that His sheep have an equal knowledge and intimacy with Him.  [T] or [F]  
· Sermon > TRUE.  The statement, “My Sheep know me,” stresses the flock’s reciprocal knowledge of and intimacy with Jesus.  To know Jesus is all important, it is essential that we acknowledge Jesus as Messiah.  We must hear Jesus’ voice and love one another as we love Christ our Savior.  
· Sermon > Jesus knows us better than we know ourselves.  And better too than we know Him, and yet He still loves and cares for us.  
· v14 > “But I am the good shepherd; and I know my sheep, and am known by my own.”  

3)  What makes Jesus both the “Good Shepherd” and the “Lamb of God?”  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Jesus is both the Good Shepherd, while at the same time being the sacrificial Lamb of God.  The fact that Jesus is the Lamb of God emphasizes the humanity of Christ and the fact that Christ is the Good Shepherd emphasizes the deity of Jesus.  
· Sermon > Jesus is the “True Shepherd” who leads and protects the flock, while functioning as the Lamb of God who lays down His life for the sheep.  
· v17 > “Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again.”  
· BTS > When Jesus called Himself the "Good Shepherd," He was not merely describing His role or His care for His people, He was claiming to be the fulfillment of a specific Messianic prophecy and asserting His deity as well.  That is, who is the true owner of the sheep?  When Jesus distinguishes Himself from the “hired hand,” He emphasizes that the hireling does not own the sheep.  
· BTS > Throughout the whole passage, Jesus refers to the flock as “My sheep.”  These are not merely sheep that He is charged with the care of; they are His own sheep.  They belong to Him.  The flock is Christ’s flock.  The Good Shepherd gives Himself for the sheep precisely because they are His sheep.  
· v12 > “But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep.”  
· BTS > When Jesus is called the “Lamb of God” in John 1:29 and John 1:36, it is referring to Him as the perfect and ultimate sacrifice for sin.  Therefore, the humanity of Jesus is equally as important as His deity.  To be the perfect sacrifice, Jesus had to be born as a human being according to Scripture “born of a woman, made under the law.”  [Ref: Got Questions Ministry]  
· BTS > Only a human could be “born under the law.”  No animal or angelic being is “under the law.”  Only humans are born under the law, and only a human being could redeem other human beings born under the same law.  Only a perfect human—Jesus Christ—could perfectly keep the law and perfectly fulfill the law, thereby redeeming us from that guilt.  Jesus Christ, the perfect Lamb of God, sacrificed His human life and shed His human blood to cover the sins of all who would ever believe in Him.  If He were not human, this would have been impossible.  [Ref: Got Questions Ministry].  
· Galatians 4:4-5 >  “But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, 5To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.”  
4)  We need the Good Shepherd to guide and lead us from  ________________ .  

[a]  Wretchedness to righteousness 
[b]  Problems to pasture 

[c]  Sickness to strength 

[d]  Death to deliverance  
[e]  All of the above  
· Sermon > e = Yes.  Each of the above statements validates our requirement for a “good shepherd.”  After all, we all are like sheep, lost and gone astray wandering, in the wilderness of this world.  
· Sermon > Surely, we require a “good shepherd,” who can lead us from [a] wretchedness to repentance.  

· Sermon > Under the guidance of God, Jesus Christ has come to leads us from each of the following:  from [b] problems to pasture, from [c] sickness to strength, and from [d] death to deliverance.  
· Isaiah 53:6 > “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.”  
5)  Who are the “other sheep” that are not of this fold or flock?  

[a]  The yet unborn Jews.  


[b]  The people of Samaria.  


[c]  The yet unreached Gentiles.  


[d]  Humanity at large.  


[e]  All of the above.  


Sermon > e = Yes.  The phrase includes all believers who would believe and embrace Jesus as Lord and Savior.  Though they have never yet, heard Jesus’ voice [words], they are His.  

· Sermon > That is, individuals from every nations, ages, times, and seasons will be gathered together into the flock of Christ.  The flock will include Jews and Gentiles, the rich and poor, the bond and free, males and females, blacks and whites.  In other words, it includes people from every nation, tongue, and tribe.  

· Sermon > Remember, there is but one flock under the watchful guardianship of One Shepherd, Jesus Christ.  
· v16 > “And other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they will hear My voice; and there will be one flock and one shepherd.”  

BONUS)  What are the seven “I Am” statements of Jesus and where might they be found?  

1] I am the  ________________________________________, in John  _______ : _______  

2] I am the  ________________________________________, in John  _______ : _______  

3] I am the  ________________________________________, in John  _______ : _______  

4] I am the  ________________________________________, in John  _______ : _______  

5] I am the  ________________________________________, in John  _______ : _______  

6] I am the  ________________________________________, in John  _______ : _______  

7] I am the  ________________________________________, in John  _______ : _______  

Answers:  

1]  I Am The Bread of Life (Ch 6:35) 

2]  I Am The Light of The World (Ch 8:12) 

3]  I Am The Door (Ch 10:7, 9) 

4]  I Am The Good Shepherd (Ch 10:11, 14) 

5]  I Am The Resurrection and The Life (Ch 11:25) 

6]  I Am The Way, The Truth, and The Life (Ch 14:6) 

7]  I Am The True Vine (Ch 15:1) 



