“the good shepherd”

John 10:11 – 21

During this season of Advent, the coming of Christ, let us approach Christmas with a new appreciation for our Lord and Savior.  Let us demonstrate a new appreciation of Christmas with an intense gratitude for the redeeming grace, power, and knowledge of Jesus Christ.  After all, we were all like sheep, lost and astray, wandering in the wilderness of this world.  ______________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Here, Jesus offers the fourth of seven “I Am” statements:  “I Am The Good Shepherd.”  It is Jesus, our Good Shepherd, who is willing to sacrifice His life for the Sheep.  ___________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


This morning, we continue to examine the ministry and messages, as well as, the plan and purpose of Jesus Christ.  Remember, our ongoing endeavor is getting to know Jesus – Better.  
– in our text – 
· The Bible teaches that the life of a Shepherd could be dangerous as illustrated by David’s fights with a lion and a bear.  _____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The Word of God confirms that Jesus has other sheep that is not of the sheepfold of Israel.  ____
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Here, in Ch10 of John’s Gospel, Jesus had already referred to the Pharisees as “thieves and robbers” and now describes them as “hirelings.”  _________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question > “What will the good shepherd do?”  
1  –  he  ____________________  for his sheep  [v11-13]  
· The Good Shepherd owns, cares, feeds, protects, and is willing to ______ for His sheep.  Jesus’ care and concern is evidenced by His prediction of His coming death for the flock on the cross.  ____

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Jesus contrasts Himself to the hireling who watches over the sheep only because he is paid to do so.  The hireling is neither the shepherd nor the owner of the sheep.  The hireling is like a false shepherd who does not have the same commitment as the Good Shepherd.  The hireling merely serves for wages.  _________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The hireling is no match for the wolf for the wolf is Satan.  Satan is the wolf of temptation, disease, and death.  Satan attacks are deadly under darkness, his surprises are crafty, and his hunger to devour is insatiable.  ____________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The hireling does not care for the sheep.  Founders of some of the world religions did very little for their followers.  Modern cult leaders actually got rich off the people who followed them.  ________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The Good News is Jesus is the Good Shepherd, while also being the sacrificial Lamb of God.  ___
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  he  ____________________  his sheep  [v14-15]  

· “I know my sheep” stresses Jesus’ ownership and watchful oversight of the flock.  This intimacy is modeled on the loving and trusting mutual relationship of the Father and the Son.  ____________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Jesus knows all about our sins and follies, all about our temptations and excuses, all about our natural weaknesses and physical infirmities.  _________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· “My sheep know me” stresses the flock’s reciprocal knowledge of and intimacy with Jesus; to know Jesus is all-important.  “What a friend we have in Jesus …”  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  he  ____________________  his sheep  [v16-18]  

· The other sheep … not of this fold” refers to Gentiles who will believe and embrace Jesus as Savior; although, they have never, as yet, heard Jesus’ voice.  They are His.  Individuals from different nations, ages, times and seasons gathered together.  That is, Jews and Gentiles, rich and poor, bond and free, male and female, black and white; people from every nation, tongue, and tribe.  
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· v18 >  “No one takes my life from me, but I lay it down of myself ...”  ________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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