“Malice against the master”
John 10:31 – 42
January 10, 2018
Relevant Question:  “How did Jesus handle the malice?”  

1)   He rebuked the blasphemy charge  [v33]  

2)   He explained the Scriptures  [v43]  

3)   He escaped across the Jordan  [v40]  

1)  The Jewish malice against Jesus was not because of His miracles but because of His messages.  [T] or [F]  
· Sermon > TRUE.  The messages about Jesus’ oneness with the Father are the direct cause of the Jewish malice against Jesus.  In fact, the crowd’s hostility was not for the miracles, or for performing them on the Sabbath, but for claiming equality with God.  
· Sermon > The unbeliever is hostile against the will, the work, and the word of Jesus Christ.  
· v33 > “The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work we stone thee not; but for blasphemy; and because that thou, being a man, make thyself God.”  
· Sermon > Jesus’ words concerning His oneness with God lead to the charge of blasphemy.  The charge of blasphemy was also the basic charge which eventually brought the demand for Jesus’ crucifixion.  

· John 19:7 > “The Jews answered him, We have a law, and by our law he ought to die, because he made himself the Son of God.”  
2)  In v30, what did Jesus mean when He said, “I and my Father are one?”                                          The Father and the Son are “one” in  ______________ .  
[a]  In identity.  
[b]  In unity.  

[c]  In personality.  

[d]  All of the above  
· Sermon > B = Yes.  Jesus and the Father are one in unity and equality, but not in identity or in personality.  That is, each member of the Godhead is united or unified in purpose and in nature.  

· Sermon > The word “one” does not suggest that the Father and the Son are identical persons or share a “personality.”  Rather, it means that they are “one” in essence.  The Father is God and the Son is God, but the Father is not the Son and the Son is not the Father.  
3)  In 2017, our successes and/or failures were centered around what three elements?  


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Last year, we blamed our faults and failures, as well as our successes and victories on a particular person, a precise event, or a certain set of circumstances.  That is, people blocked your blessings, and now you are holding a major grudge against God.  
· Sermon > In additions, events did not go your way, so now you are having an ongoing complaint against Christ.  Moreover, circumstances held you back, so now you are outwardly hostile against the Holy Spirit.  
· Sermon > The New Year is a time to reflect and to think about the past year’s failures and the opportunities for success in the New Year.  Therefore, do not hold a grudge against God.  
4)  A faith based on Christ’s “works” that does not include His “words” is incomplete.  [T] or [F]  
· Sermon > TRUE.  A faith based on works is incomplete (inferior) to a faith based on the “words” spoken by Jesus Christ.  That is, our trust is in the finished works of Jesus Christ, but our faith comes by hearing the Word of God and Jesus Christ, through the Scriptures thus preventing “Malice Against The Master.”  
· Sermon > Studying the words of Christ teaches that we must learn to turn from malice and meanness to embrace gentleness and kindness.  The word of God teaches us the love, joy, and peace of the Holy Spirit.  
· Romans 10:17 > “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”  
5)  Define the term “infallible word of God” and “inerrant word of God?”  


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > First of course, this quality of inerrancy and infallibility extends only for the originals, not for later copies or translations.  These two doctrines are actually two sides of the same coin, since we cannot have one without the other.  Secondly, they are essentially synonyms for the purposes of discussing biblical matters.  
· Sermon > The infallible word of God is used to describe the trustworthiness of Scripture.  It means the Scriptures are incapable of failing, deceiving, or misleading the believers in terms of faith and salvation.  That is, infallibility can in no way lead us astray from true doctrine or practice.  
· Sermon > The inerrant word of God is used to describe the accuracy of the Scripture.  It means the Scriptures are incapable of being wrong, and are free from errors concerning redemption and trust in God.  That is, inerrancy is connected with inspiration whereby God has superintended over the “original writings” ensuring exactly what God desired as His word to us.  
Bonus)  In the sermon “Numbering Our Days,” how long will a Believer live?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Moses writes that when given spiritual favor (forgiveness of sins), the believers’ lifespan could be “threescore years and ten years” or 70 years,  However, if by “reason of strength” the believers’ years be “fourscore years” (80) the boast and brag of these additional years are additional labor and sorrow.  No matter how long the days, life is (too) soon cut off and we fly away.  
· Psalm 90:10 > “The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labor and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away.”  

· Sermon > Neither Moses nor the Scriptures give a definitive number of days we have to life.  The length of years is sole at the discretion of an Almighty and Sovereign God.  In fact, Job reminds us that our days are far too few.  

· Job 14:1 > “Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and full of trouble.”  



