“malice against the master”

John 10:31 – 42

The New Year offers the perfect opportunity to reevaluate our dreams, wishes, and goals for the future.  The New Year is a time to reflect and think about the past year’s failures, and the opportunities for success in the New Year.  _____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This morning, let us continue to examine the ministry and messages of Jesus, as well as, the plan and purpose of Christ.  Keep in mind, our ongoing endeavor is getting to know Jesus – Better.  Here, the Jews try for the third time to stone Jesus for asserting He was “ONE” with the Father.  _________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 
· The Bible teaches that the unbeliever is hostile against the will, work, and word of Jesus Christ.  ________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The Word of God makes plain that the crowd’s anger was not for the miracles, or for performing them on the Sabbath, but for claiming equality with God.  __________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In the Gospel of John, Jesus is charged with blasphemy.  _______________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question > “How did Jesus handle the malice?”  
1  –  jesus rebuked the  _________________________  charge  [v33]  
· How strange, the Jews asked Jesus to tell them if He is the Christ.  When Jesus tells them that, “I and the Father am one,” the Jews turn on Jesus.  ________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Here in v33, the Jews accuse Jesus of blasphemy asserting that, “You, a mere man, are claiming to be God.”  This was the basic charge, which eventually brought the demand for Jesus’ crucifixion in John 19:7.  ______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· This is the third time the Jews took up stones to kill Jesus.  _______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Even if the Jews could not accept Jesus’ claims of deity, the miracles Jesus performed should have been sufficient grounds for faith.  ______________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  jesus explained the  ______________________________  [v34]  

· Christ uses Psalm 82:6 to refute their accusation and to halt their murderous actions.  Jesus argues from Psalm 82 that, in the Scriptures, God called ministers who spoke His words “gods” because they were the agents to interpret divine revelation.  ________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Here, from the mouth of Jesus is a commendation on Scripture as infallible and inerrant (without error).  Therefore, how could Christ be a blasphemer by claiming the title “Son of God” when He was sent from Heaven as the very revelation of God Himself?  __________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Faith based on works – is inferior to faith based on what Jesus has said.  ____________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  jesus  _______________________  across the jordan [v40]  

· Once again, the Jews tried to seize Jesus, but He escaped because it was not His time.  _______
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Jesus travels to Bethabara where John the Baptist had ministered.  There, Bethabara offers Jesus a safe retreat.  ____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· John the Baptist performed no miracle, but he was a faithful witness who pointed souls to Jesus Christ.  __________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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