“life in the resurrection”
John 11:1 – 27
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Relevant Question:  “How to live the resurrected life?”  

1)   Give life’s challenges to Jesus  [v3]  

2)   Give life’s fears to Jesus  [v14]  

3)   Give life’s sorrows to Jesus  [v21]  

1)  All sicknesses can or will lead to death.  [T] or [F]  
· Sermon > falsE.  There are some illnesses and certain sicknesses that will not lead to death.  Like the Man born blind in Ch9, Lazarus’ sickness and subsequent death were specifically designed to bring glory to God and to the Son of God.  
· v4 >  “When Jesus heard that, he said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby.”  
· James 5:14-15 > “Is any sick among you?  Let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: 15And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he has committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.” 
2)  What is the working definition of resurrection?  Why is it important for the development of faith? 

· Sermon > The Greek word for resurrection is “anastasis” which means to “stand up or rise up.”  Jesus plainly possesses the power of The Resurrection whether at the last day or now, at the present moment.  By faith, we believe Jesus to be The Resurrection so that anyone who believes in Him, even though she or he was to die, will experience the divine power of standing up (rising up) in their dead bodies.  
· Sermon > The Resurrection and The Life are two related dimensions of Jesus’ proclamation.  Christ combines the two that in Him there is life, which by dying raises life to fullness and perfection.  Beyond The Resurrection, Jesus is also The Life and the power to live and to coexistence with God.  
· v25-26 > “Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:  26And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.  Believest thou this?”  

3)  What does the word Bethany mean?  What is the connotation of that name in Chapter 11?  
[a]  House of Friends.  
[b]  House of Laughter.  

[c]  House of Sorrow.  

[d]  House of God’s Glory  

[e]  All of the above.  
· Sermon > c = House of Sorrow.  In Chapter 11, Bethany becomes the place where the sister’s house is filled with sorrow, sadness, and grief.  Upon His arrival, Jesus finds Bethany filled with mourners.  Many of the Jews are mourning, sorrowfully weeping to comfort Martha and Mary concerning their deceased brother Lazarus.  
· v19 > “And many of the Jews came to Martha and Mary, to comfort them concerning their brother.”  
4)  How do the Scriptures define or compare the spiritual conditions of Martha and Mary?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > We are first introduced to Martha and Mary in Luke 10, where Jesus is a guest in their home in Bethany along with their brother, Lazarus.  The Scriptures define Martha as the determined worker (server) the active one, while Mary as the worshipful learner (student).  Mary was the contemplative one who sat at the feet of Jesus and listened to His word.  
· Luke 10:39-42 > “And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard his word.  40But Martha was cumbered about much serving, and came to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister hath left me to serve alone?  Bid her therefore that she help me.  41And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things: 42But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from her.”  

· John 12:2-3 > “There they made him a supper; and Martha served: but Lazarus was one of them that sat at the table with him.  3Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair: and the house was filled with the odor of the ointment.”  
5)  In your opinion, what was Martha’s mental or spiritual attitude upon meeting Jesus in Bethany?  


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > As soon as Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she ran from the house to meet Jesus in the street.  This indicates a sense of joy and excitement in wanting to see Jesus.  Yet Martha said, “Lord if you had been here.”  In these words, I detect a “hint of hurt.”  After all, the sisters were anxious for their brother’s welfare and sent an urgent message to Jesus four days earlier.  For me, Martha displays a sense anger and disappointment.
· v3 > “Therefore his sisters sent unto him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick.”  
· Sermon > However, in v22, I notice the unshakeable faith that Martha has placed in Jesus as the Christ.  
· v22 > “But I know, that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will give it thee.”  
· Sermon > Here, Martha spiritual knowledge is on full display.  She knows all about the end-time resurrection of believers.  Here, Jesus tells Martha that she is looking at, what she is talking about.  
· v25 > “Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.”  
Bonus)  According to the sermon, why was Thomas willing to die with Jesus (cf. v16)?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Thomas was willing to die with Jesus because he realized that Jesus was about to work His greatest miracle of all times.  Jesus tells His disciples that He was glad that He had not been at the bedside of Lazarus because what was about to happen would greatly increase their faith.  Jesus tells them that He would wake Lazarus from his “death sleep.”  
· v11 > “These things said he: and after that he saith unto them, Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake him out of sleep.”  
· Sermon > The last time Jesus was in Judea, the Jewish leaders sought to stone Him.  Here, Thomas expresses a reckless courage by suggesting that if Jesus were going to expose Himself to death, he and the other disciples would join Jesus and die if required.  Thomas recognizes that fear, yet he is willing to risk his life to die for the Cause of Christ.  
· v16 > “Then said Thomas, which is called Didymus, unto his fellow disciples, Let us also go, that we may die with him [Jesus].”  



